239-262-6535
naplesintergroup@yahoo.com
www.aanaples.org

Naples Area Intergroup
1509Pine Ridge Road, Unit B
Naples, Florida 34109

The -slt2ep proAremhofics AnMdAYy mosusmore than a m hi e
sobrde®& ya way of | ife that transforms despai i s
seddestruction into purpose. For those of wus 0
through this program, it 1is vital not only t r
the message with others who are still sick a

I easy, once |ife gets better, to forget wh t
regain relationshi ps,spearteertsh,e ardgenelyf t hat s
can fade. But&s tfpreo piroegriasn cl ear: we are gran ep
ism, contingent wupon the maintenance of our P coundi
t hrough consttienpjueédosikeci ally Step Twelve, which calls us to
Spreading the word of A.A.0i$ hetajusstspansabt!|l ofyseWei wer e
before us, Gamdirndwrint to be there for the next person wal ki |
sharing our experience, strength, and hoifse,t hveer ek efeopr tohteh eprrsc
there for wus.

Thé&é2 stgeappse us our |l ives back. oMendnuwed mesterndweargedt dpharteach
struggling That i s how we stay sober, and how we give this
The -slt2ep program of Alcoholics Anonymous is a proven path t
of fers not only freedom from active addiction but a compl et
us who have found healing through the program, it is vital
the steps, and most i mpordmatt | gnl y hwirteh thewememsragei n the ro
wi der public who may still be suffering in silence.

I common for people in recovery to forget the program that
chaos fades and stability returns, so can compl acency. But
ent on our spiritual condition. Continued step work, serviec
avoid slipping back into old patterns.

Equally important is carrying the messagéfouewdsd.f dmielkieesar
and strdawmgermay not know that a solution exists.&Ppblhncipbe
anonymit ybr ehaekl psatnidgnsahi nes a | ight for those suffering in da
possible through AA may be t &Be jfoiurniteystteop frredomeone el se

We were saved by a message someone was willing to share. N o
far and wide as possible. |l dadoi ofls ® b ArAW @ akveee pu so wruge llvievse s |
sober, we must ndeavnedr weo rnguestt tphaasts it on through service, sp
sage whe@Gewerddeyd. Anonymous, Cleveland I ntergroup Office

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS PREAMBLE

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who share their expe-
rience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their
common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. The only
requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no
dues or fees for AA membership; we are self -supporting through our
own contributions. AA is not allied with any sect, denomination, poli-

tics, organization or Institution; does not wish to engage in any contro-
versy, neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose

is to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety. (AA Grape-
vine, Inc.)



https://www.aacle.org/
https://www.aacle.org/what-is-aa/twelve-steps/
https://www.aacle.org/do-you-care-enough/
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December 11, 1934, remains oAAk hif dtttdirey idrmapo rBtiddt Wi
his | ast drink en route to Towns Hospital. But th
provide i mportant reflection.

On bl eak day i o( Nov&)mbeEebby T. carried his Oxford
who was extremely i mpressed, but the gin and pine

t, Ebby visited again which ignited his curiosi
wheEdbwas a resident. This was on Friday, Decembe
d began &t e@s wuingi@emym t he podi um.

Bill spent Saturday and Sunday, December 8th and

Bill then, temporarily, lost all desire to drink,
cember 10th

This provoked an argument with hiéYow féorvemnshahe
decency tofaicerdadweu cyiodiggh which Bill picked up he
and sl ammed it against the wall. Lois was, of cou
Bil |l rode the subways that night, panhandling fun
came back home on Tuesday morning, December 11t h

caused by his drinking episode, he ®@elslucicretses meep
note for Lois explaining he was off to Towns osp
treated there sever al times previously).

The train fare Brooklyn to south Manhattan was a

|l ef t Then he espied a store where he stildl had c
Bill arrived at Towns Hospital with a beer in one
announced to his DiroyaMi Idghwan DiusncamasSi h&wlobad hf ound
This wés fBinlall trea&meéelospat aTowhe never drank agai
Page 13 of the Big Book & xwilsaiitn,s Biolwl, iafdegst &dbdbtyh
what now constitutes our Twelve Steps. This was D
trip to Calvary Mission. Bill, on that day, had a
not f &r fBinlal surrender to Step One during those s
here today.

By Bob S.


https://www.aacle.org/what-is-aa/history-of-a-a/
https://www.aacle.org/ebbys-neat-little-formula/
https://www.aacle.org/alcoholics-anonymous-physician-looks-group/
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VdzZt NBY ¢KS CANAI 6 mauia o

STEP ONE: We admitted we were powerless over alcohol - that our lives had become un-
manageable.”

TRADITION ONE: “Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends up-
on A.A. unity.” ‘

CVONCEPT ONE: “The final responsibility and the ultimate authority for A.A. world services
should always reside in the collective conscience of our whole fellowship.”

-

1. Am | in my group a healmg, mendmg, mtegratlng person, or am l dlv:swe? What about
gossip and taking other members’ inventories?

2. Am | a peacemaker? Or do |, with pious preludes such as “just for the sake of discus-
sion,” plunge into argument

3. Am | gentle with those who rub me the wrong way, or am | abrasive?

4. Do | make competitive AA remarks, such as comparing one group with another or con-
trasting AA in one place with AA another?

5. Do | put down some AA activities as if | were superior for not participating in this or that
aspect of

6. Am | informed about AA as a whole? Do | support, in every way | can, AA as a whole, or
just the parts | understand and approve of?

7. Am | as considerate of AA members as | want them to be of me?

8. Do | spout platitudes about love while indulging in and secretly justifying behawor that
bristles with hostility?

9. Dol go to enough AA meetings or read enough AA literature to really keep in touch?

10. Do | share with AA all of me, the bad and the good, accepting as well as giving the help

of fellowship
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a

| Never Too Late To Learn
Do you want to gefiyotuhe womglterd wtl dfomaar emagbiunene of those peoj
with mere sobriety? To get the most we must | ear fb uyoiomget hv ea wr
thinking.

Resent ments are negative fbhyhagmpisnangd wiotuh dme gpadtti ve t hought s.
that you hold at the present ti mefGrsainng noeu rAl AvA gphrtayy eGo da s tah ey ¢

whi ch | cannot change; the courage to change thatowhich | car
Most of wus who have been in AA for any Il ength of time reali ze
that man is first willing to be changed. Clashes between var.i
resentments on both sides. Are these bitter resentments neces
Why is it that when some men have a resentment agai nst fisagdolt he
the resentment to anybody who wil/l l'isten? I n our little AA ¢
whi ch we cannot change. Can we change other personal-HbuesPt br
gram when we harbor resentments for weeks at a time? Are we s
accept that which we cannot change and then in the next breat
It is very possible that those of us who have been harboring

prayer than that which has j&usnte vheerent osot altaetde. tVéh alte a@fnDiatfE?v ellrtfy |
i nfiper sonal nhtt kat same category with other things which cannoi
sentments then it is certainly wodtlheaomreyofThihmlkei peopérr sdin
safflt &abhe @one.

Why is it that sometimes we do not realize that ther e &ariedenaos
in that | ight we would not be so apt to declare war on some ¢
di fferent approach to some problem than we did.

Why is it that we wil/| defend some of our own silly ideas | or
the problem? Humility is a very necessiruygt heagmesti emappifnees we
havheumi Pitfy you have resentments and es fieaditlhlelmy tiof oydherisaveée In
reheck the quality of your HUMILITY.

When dealing with other peopl e, remember you are not dealing
creatures bristling with prejudices and motivated by pride ar
t hat may rankle across the years to coménojmatténdhodégwecemnt ai
justified.

By The Thought Starter, Centr al Bulletin, April 1947 ( Al cohc


https://www.aacle.org/humility-prayer/
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! “_“ﬂ-ﬂ.'-!ltg; ?
PARISIAN COCKTAIL BAR

ON THE 1ORRY FLOOR OF THE MAYFLOWER HOTE]

A Delighiful Place fer a Sip - a Chat - a Smoke
Ihe Vers Finedt auel {homealic and fieported

Liqueurs, “ ines, Ales and Beer

COMPETENT MIXOLOGIST

!‘ﬂ Cocktail Hour 4 to 6 P. M., exeept Sunday Delightful Music

in AKRON- s tho
2 JlIfIll””lH”“”i“ﬂ[llllﬂ ﬂlaliﬂnhjl}l ?‘)th‘[ ||IIT|I1|[|mm”m“]lill’l

Ma vy
refl
set
f oun
but
S 0ome

1935, found Bill Wilson feverously pacing
ng on the failed aforementioned enterpris
i s feet financially which, at the time, s
mself in a strange place, discredited and
mont hs, he saw that his predicament was
but whom?

o "0 O O
5 0 P

—_ -

i

5 -
®© < T
o -

At t
open
i ons
guai

r

¢

nd of the room stood a glass covered
nto an attractive bar. He could see t
p and release. Unless he took some drin
ance and would have a | onely weekend.

di
he
ks

> T DO T
-~ = o O

Of course thedcookdnbut why not sit hopefully at a
After all, had he not been sober five months dnow?
no mor e! Fear gripped hi m. He was on thindthat Agqg
dri nk.

=y

With a shiver, e turned away and wal ked down t he
chatter still floated to him from thé&hbarfaBultywa
men who would die because they wodayeas not hd&ksn® wo th o ev
ics? There must be many such in this town. He wou

S sanity returned and he thanked God. Selecting
e church directory, he invested a nickel t o mak
oi's Wilson thought the reason for picking t&e n
vorite exprieaki ngscavwthethk refers to a short wal k.

Excer ptPrt&rAo i _s(t oAAy Cl evel and )



https://www.aacle.org/pre-aa-history/
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my own journey
the Twel ve Step
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God as We Understand Hi m

Al coholics Anonymous came into existence in 1935 at a ti me wh
es in the communities where we |ived. Much of the South and t
As a child in my home town, on Sunday morning | could | ook ou
wal king to church. That wadotddded WhagAb colvalsi ¢ s AmherapgmpuPl i sheo
and seems that it was highly influenced by the many early men
A. A. could have, very easily become a religious program. But ,
of the Oxford Group, and the Washingtonians, that they had to
requirement for membership, and that the individual me mber s c
themsel ves, i.e. God as we understand hi m.
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Al cohol itself was my higher power f d@r gaotltoenng itnitnoe tahned psrtoiglrlia

MYyEGO an my | ife for quite awhile unti/l I got serious about |

h . AL yself spiritually | ost wh
n S ed to come to terms with

® >

itsel
faced
ttl e

:)Oj>

e
0 mo u a
l ong ti
Years of drinking and an nderdevel oped thinking process that
mi |l iar with the Big Book, and the 12712, I started to uncover
to any religious doctrine. fidnl ctohheo | 1i 2cTs1 2A nlo nryenaodu so nd opeasg en 02t6 ,d e m
anyt hiomg befitioefacquire it, | had only to stop fpirgphgtrianmg asn c npgrha
as | .coopld7)

Wi
t hi
u

Al so on page 26 fiwhkeeitteatspteIhe hoop you have to | uénpA tdure u
ti me -puriecsei dent of the Ameéigodan tatrmaight wSddT e nont opasgpearFEr3 of
sayidherefor e, Step Two is the rallying point for all of wus. V
together onothis step

Today | am very comfortable with my own concept of a Higher F
concept that has no physical form and | might say that it exp
in. I can assure you that i f you read these qualifiers and pr
cally as you can, you will come to terms with a personal conc

Clevel and AA Office


https://www.aacle.org/product/alcoholics-anonymous-the-big-book-4th-edition/
https://www.aacle.org/product/twelve-steps-twelve-traditions-reg-ed/
https://www.aacle.org/my-ego-can-whip-your-ego/
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nNAs faith grows,
ner seaurity.

AA dounder, Bi | B
uary HQHPBBIi2s Matt e -

FeaBest of Bl | e 109

Reflections on Faith, Fear, Honesty,
Humility, and Love

Plus Bill's Classic Essay on Anonymity

AWe neither ran
But accept we d
t hen we begano t

AA dGounder, Bi |
Mar ch @vVehea2t, | s .
ceptaaghe& Langu
of the Heart

THE LANGUAGE
OF THE HEART

Bill W’s
Grapevine Writings
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AA Volunteer Opportunities

Naples Crea
ntergrony

Mornings: 9:00 to 12:30
Afternoon:12:30 to 4:00

(One morning or afternoon each week.)

and, Telephone Helpline
After-hours, various days.

1-year continuous sobriety.
For information: 239/262-6535

‘Your Groupsad

Calling all AA Activities
Authors !l Can Be Here
_ Next Month.

Please submit ST

- e To Highlight
an article to Your Group,
The COURIER !!! Please Call Us:
Emall article to: Intergroup Office
naplesintergroup@yahoo.com 239/262 -6535
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Gleoholics 8
inm;maua
® ALcoHoLICS
. ANONYMOUS
Deep Dive Big Book Study
Where 24 Hour Club 1509 Pine Ridge Rd Naples
When 8 am Saturdays
Starting December 6" to May 2nd
Who is it for? Anyone interested in going on a 22-week deep study of the

What do | need?

We will have

What to expect?

Questions

BIG BOOK of ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Sponsors; Sponsees, Newcomers, Old Timers, Friends
An open mind, A Big Book, A 12 Steps and 12 Traditions
Pen, highlighter, notebook

Big Books, 12. Steps and 12 Traditions -

Pens, highlighters, notebooks if you don’t.

Food, Fellowship, Laughter, deep discussion about the Big
book, AA history, the common sotution and we hope a new
experience that will go with you in your daily living.

Call or email Paul B 763-464-9799
pbeckfeld@naplesretreat.org

Sponsored by Naples Retreat
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