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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS PREAMBLE: 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who 

share their experience, strength and hope with each oth-

er that they may solve their common problem and help 

others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement 

for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are 

no dues or fees for AA membership; we are self-

supporting through our own contributions. AA is not al-

lied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization 

or Institution; does not wish to engage in any controver-

sy, neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our prima-

ry purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics 

achieve sobriety. (Copyright © The AA Grapevine, ) Inc.,  

Reprinted with permission.) 
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The Values I Learned as a Child 

An All-Encompassing Spiritual Roadmap 

By Rick R., Naples, FL 

As I navigate my way through the program of Alcoholics Anonymous (A.A.), with only a limited education, 

but a desire to learn all I can about life as it unfolds, it occurs to me that most of the things that the program 

teaches me are things I’ve have been taught before. I learned the Ten Commandments in church. In the Boy 

Scouts, I learned that a scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheer-

ful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent. In sports I learned of Teamwork and of Disappointment. In kin-

dergarten, I learned to play fair in the sand box, I also heard of the Golden Rule. These things have been 

around long before me and even before A.A; so, where did I go wrong? I, like most Alcoholics that come in-

to the program, had a myriad of personal problems, and at first, I believed that those life issues including 

Marital, Legal, Economic, Physical, etc.; were the cause of my drinking the way I did.  

 

At that time, I was not experienced enough to understand the ins and outs of these things. I am not sure that 

anyone can just drop what they have been conditioned to do, just because they quit drinking. There must be 

more to it than that. If at first, we are fortunate enough to envision the wonderful life we can experience as 

the result of fully embracing this program, we will first, want to clear up the wreckage of the past. This we 

can do by thoroughly going through the steps in the spirit they were intended to be taken, being careful not 

to hold back anything.  

 

As we approach the twelfth step, we are introduced to the Saint Francis prayer in the 12&12. Francis was 

not a saint when he wrote this prayer, but he expresses that these virtues were the answer to all the misguid-

ed thinking of the past. Note that not one of his requests is for help with things that are of a selfish or mate-

rial nature. I am not affiliated with any religious organization, but I am not threatened by religious doc-

trines, and I agree with the statement on pg. 87 of the Big Book: 

 

 “Be quick to see where religious people are right. Make use of what they offer.” 

 

I am sometimes honored when a newer member of the program asks for some guidance and I will usually 

suggest that he/she write out this prayer in long hand, paste it on his/her mirror and read it every day for a 

minimum of 30 days, and I guarantee that it will influence your thinking for the rest of your life. It did for 

me. I do not know of a more practical thing to set the tone for a person’s interactions with others. Thinking 

back on it, I always knew the right thing to do, but was not always strong enough to do it. I dismissed these 

things, not realizing the pain that would result as I lost my direction in life. The Saint Francis prayer is one 

of the ways in which the program suggests we revisit our early value system. It gives us a spiritual direction 

that deals with the change in our inner self, which, if we heal in that area, the material world will take care 

of itself. 

 

When faced with a sticky situation, I have a choice whether to escalate it or to back off and withdraw with 

love and understanding. After years of trying my best to live in the spirit of this prayer, it occurred to me 

that, as the result, I qualify in all those things I learned as a child, in church, in the Boy Scouts, in Kinder-

garten, The Golden Rule, and in childhood sports. To me, it is an ALL-ENCOMPASSING SPIRITUAL 

ROADMAP. 
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November: Eleventh ( 11th ) Month Of Alcoholics Anonymous 
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What Do Those Mottos Mean? – From Twenty-Four Hours a Day 

First Things First  

We should always keep in mind that alcohol is our number one problem. We must not ever 

let any other problem, whether of family, business, friends or anything else, take prece-

dence in our minds over our alcohol problem. As we go along in AA, we learn to recognize 

the things that may upset us emotionally. When we find ourselves getting upset over some-

thing, we must realize that it’s a luxury we alcoholics can’t afford. Anything that makes 

us forget our number one problem is dangerous to us.  

Live and Let Live 

Tolerance of other people who think differently than we do, whether they are in AA, or out-

side of AA. We cannot afford the luxury of being intolerant or critical of other people. We 

do not try to impose our wills on those who differ from us. We are not “holier than thou”. 

We do not have all the answers. We are not better than other good people. We live the best 

way we can and allow others to do likewise. 

Easy Does It 

We just go along in life doing the best we can and not getting steamed up over problems 

that arise in AA or outside of it. We alcoholics are emotional people and have gone to ex-

cess in almost everything we have done. We have not been moderate in many things. We 

have not known how to relax. Faith in a Higher Power can help us to learn to take it easy. 

We are not running the world. I am only one among many. We are resolved to live normal, 

regular lives. 

But for the Grace of God 

Once we have fully accepted the AA program, we become humble about our achievement. 

We do not take too much credit for our sobriety. When we see another suffering alcoholic 

in the throes of alcoholism, we say to ourselves: “But for the grace of god, there go I”. We do 

not forget the kind of people we once were. We remember those we have left behind us. And 

we are very grateful to the grace of god which has given us another chance. 

     Naples Area Intergroup  

BOOKSTORE and GIFT SHOP 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING 

 Jewelry, AA Medallions, Coffee Mugs, 

 AA Literature, and much more !!! 

    9 to 4 / Monday - Saturday 
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The Willingness to Move Forward 

When I attended my first AA meeting, I had no idea what the 12 steps entailed, but at that meeting I heard the things that 
were read, and I heard people sharing about steps. And, looking back on it now, I realized that I came away from that 
meeting a changed man. 

My life took a 180° turn at that point and I have never been the same since. For the first time in my life I saw a refreshing 
new approach to living, and all I had done, up to that point, was show up and listen. From that day on, I’ve had a huge 
change of perception and I’ve learned to recognize faulty thinking and to find the answers to life issues as they were 
articulated by the collective sharing in that meeting. 

While attending a step study meeting recently, we were on Step 4 and as each person shared their experience with what 
we had read, it occurred to me that the same thing was happening there, that happened at my first meeting decades be-
fore. It seemed that many of the people were assimilating, into their thinking, the things we had read and talked about, 
and that it had influenced them in ways that they probably didn’t even realize at the time. 

I’ve heard people in the program, when attending structured step study meetings, say that there may be as many as 50 
people at the meeting when they started on Step 1, but by the time they got to Step 4 they might be down to 12 people 
left in the room. There seems to be something in Step 4 that their ego would not let them address, at the time. It appears 
they had reached a fork in the road. 

When this happens, I believe they may not be ready for Step 4 yet, and if they are hurried into it, they may start to 
search for an easier softer way. If they stay on the softer path for long, they may end up developing a half measures ap-
proach and they may waste many precious years, or worse, they may relapse and do irreparable damage that can’t be 
undone. 

When I hear of a person who has a relapse after long term sobriety, I often wonder if it was due to skimping on Step 4 
and 5, which may lead to a superficial approach to the remaining steps. “Thoroughness ought to be the watchword 
when taking inventory.” – 12×12 p 54. 

I use Step 4 to illustrate what I mean when describing the way reading and hearing the things described in Step 4, are 
the things that we live with every day of our lives, and each time we cycle through them again, we realize that we have 
addressed some of these issues without being aware of it. 

I’ve heard people who have not taken Step 4 yet using such terms as “Restraint of pen and tongue” or “ Remove the 
word blame from my speech“ and, without realizing it, they are reducing their problems as the result of this different 
mindset. As long as they are honest about not being ready to take Step 4, it leaves the door open for the time when they 
are more confident, and they will be able to revisit this step and make a clean slate of it without feeling guilty about it. 

I believe that the main reason why they wrote and published the 12×12 was because they did not want to establish a 
precedent of editing the big book, and they wanted to give amplifying information and examples of how to navigate the 
12 Steps. We can tell stories and drunkalogues of our drinking days and that’s fine, but if we don’t go through a mean-
ingful process of addressing the causes and solutions to our problems and “The willingness to move forward” (12×12 p 
54), we will be selling ourselves short, and life is much too precious to waste. 

By Rick R., San Diego, California 

https://www.aacle.org/find-a-meeting/
https://www.aacle.org/fourth-step-guide/
https://www.aacle.org/product/twelve-steps-twelve-traditions-reg-ed/
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“My understanding of a Higher 
Power is still subject to shifts. 
Sometimes, I think of it as The 
Unknowable, or as The Great 
What Is. Often, I envision it as 
an indifferent force, something 
like an electrical current, that is 
available to all living things and 
from which human beings can 
derive strength and generosity 
and acceptance. The one thing I 
feel sure of is that it’s more 
powerful than my will.” 
 
New York, New York, May 1999, 
“Sunlight and Air,” Sober and 
Out 

 
“Keeping a Tenth Step journal 
about my day-to-day life, my re-
lations with other people, and 
the stuff that still roiled around 
in my head helped me see pat-
terns in my thoughts and behav-
ior, which I could discuss with 
my sponsor. And once I began to 
sit quietly, reflect on what I'd 
written, and pray, I began to 
sleep peacefully for the first time 
in my life.” 
 
Manchester, New Hampshire, 
March 2001, “Peace at Last,” AA 
Grapevine 
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    Accepting God’s Will When It Seems Unjust 
                                                                             By Lisa F. 

From the beginning of my sobriety, I always felt the need to fend for myself when it came to 
God’s will. Although I had no doubt God saved me from alcoholism, I wasn’t convinced he had 
my best interests at heart when it came to everything else in my life. It clearly was a miracle that I 
was sober, undoubtedly something I could not deny or have achieved on my own. Yet, the rest of 
my life had left me with a feeling of abandonment by the God of my understanding. It would take 
many years,  actually decades, to believe no matter what happened, it was all part of a bigger 
plan that I was not privy to. In my eyes, the course of my life before I was given the gift of sobrie-
ty, had sent a clear message: God did not care about me. 

As a child, I wanted nothing more than to be loved by my parents, to feel I belonged and to have 
a sense of self. Sadly, I was never granted any of these things. Instead, I learned I was unworthy, 
unlovable and undeserving of happiness – a message my mother conveyed to me often. As the 
years went on, nothing I dreamed of or wanted came to fruition and I would lose my best child-
hood friend and the only family member I loved, my dog. Without my knowledge, my dog was 
given away: I would never see her again. I believe this was the point when I lost all faith in a God 
who was looking out for me. 

By the time I reached the rooms of AA, I was broken. Being young, I put on a great  façade, which 
displayed a carefree young woman, but underneath it all I was scared, unsure and lacked faith. 
Through the trials and tribulations of my drinking, like many of us, my life had become a  series 
of pain and suffering. At the time, I did not realize how fortunate I was to be alive and to be given 
chance after chance to change the direction I was going. In my desperation to stay sober, I 
prayed to God on a daily, hourly and minute to minute basis. For a good 5 months, maintaining 
sobriety was a constant struggle and since I had spent the previous 4 years trying, in and out of 
rehabs and meetings, I had little faith in my ability to succeed. Somehow, by putting one foot in 
front of the  other, praying to God, and clinging to the rooms, fellow AA’s and the phone, I was 
able to maintain abstinence and through a miracle, my compulsion and obsession to drink was 
lifted. 

After I became confident in my ability to stay sober, it was as if I said “Okay God, I’ll take it from 
here”. I will be the first to say when I tell my story, I would have had a much easier journey 
through sobriety had I not insisted on determining what I should have in my life. 

Many of my attributes: tenacity, determination and unwavering focus, although beneficial at 
times, have also been my downfall. When it came to the 3rd step, I would have to exhaust all pos-
sibilities in my quest to get what I perceived I needed in my life before I begrudgingly gave up for 
the time being. It took years and years, before I understood the true meaning of the Serenity 
Prayer.                                                                                                         Continued on page 8.                                                                                          
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“One night, in a moment of desperation, I got down on my knees and re-

membered a prayer an old sponsor had given me. It said, ‘God, help me 

be of service ... to something or someone...’ I knew intuitively it was the 

answer.” 

“ Sinking Fast,” Edmonton, Alberta, May 2010, No Matter What: Dealing with Ad-

versity in Sobriety. 

Accepting God’s Will When It Seems Unjust … continued from page 7. 

I honestly thought “change the things I can” meant I had to work feverishly to figure out what I 
could possibly change. It was only within the last few years I began to understand the true mean-
ing of the phrase; I can only change myself. 

When the time came that I needed God’s help and to trust in his will, the results were anything but 
what I had hoped and prayed for. To be honest, they were devastating. In my 13th year of sobriety, 
I met the only person I have ever loved in my life. Until this point, I honestly believed I was incapa-
ble of feeling true, unconditional love for another human being, yet here it was staring me in the 
face and I could not deny it. I wanted to be with him more than anything in the world and live the 
fairy tale of happily ever after. 

We had some beautiful times together, but unfortunately, we shared the same  disease, and  sadly, 
he never was able to stay clean. After trying everything in my power to change the trajectory of his 
life, I surrendered and gave him to God. I remember feeling a great sense of peace in turning over 
my will and handing it to God, believing everything would be okay. A weight had been lifted, and I 
went on about my life, trusting God would take care of this precious man. 

The morning the phone call came informing me that the love of my life had died, I was in shock, 
disbelief and devastated. It was as if someone had pulled the rug out from under me. How could 
this have happened? I let my guard down, trusted God and this was the result? How could God be 
so cruel? I had never truly practiced the 3rd step and when I did, I was left with pain that would 
stay with me for the rest of my life; it was just incomprehensible. 

Although the thought of drinking did not enter my mind, I wasn’t sure how I was going to go on 
with my life. At that moment, I couldn’t imagine feeling joy, anticipation or hope ever again.  I also 
felt alone, as most people, in and out of AA, could not understand the depth of love I had for a 
“boyfriend”. I was left with a sense of abandonment by others and God that would stay with me for 
a very long time. 

It has been many years since I lost the great love of my life. Though the pain is still there, the way I 
perceive God’s will has changed. My experience thoroughly taught me I have little control over 
what happens in life. As a result, I no longer hold on tightly to what I think I need or want. Instead, I 
let life play out. 

I don’t know why things happen the way in which they do. I would like to believe, when we leave 
this earth, it will all be explained to us and make perfect sense. Perhaps we will learn our paths 
were chosen ones, charted out to teach the lessons we needed to learn. 

In the meantime, I am still here and still sober, living each day to the best of my ability. I have no 
idea of what God’s will is for me on a daily basis, I just have to have faith, that no matter what hap-
pens, it’s all part of bigger and grander plan. I do know, it was only through my experience that I 
gained the understanding and empathy to be compassionate and loving to those who are dealing 
with a significant loss and, maybe, have the ability to help them through to the other side. 

By Lisa F. 
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“I spent the first thirty years 
making a mess of the life I 
was given, the next thirty 
trying to figure out this sim-
ple program, and now I can 
try in the last thirty to loos-
en up, let life happen, and 
try to have a little fun.” 
 
White Rock, British Colum-
bia, May 2005, “Life -- It 
Happens,” No Matter What 

 
 
“Practicing the Eleventh 
Step, along with reworking 
all the other Steps, has giv-
en me greater integrity and 
strengthened my sobriety. 
This is the kind of depend-
ence I need: a healthy de-
pendence on the Twelve 
Steps.” 
 
Joliet, Illinois, February 
1982, “Rewards of Medita-
tion,” Step by Step 
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Something Shared 

   Reborn 

The Big Book amazingly promises that we will be reborn (p. 63). In Big Book context, Bill W. may 
have been referring to Dr. Carl Jung’s description of a spiritual experience: “Ideas, emotions, 
and attitudes which were once the guiding forces of the lives of these men are suddenly cast to 
one side, and a completely new set of conceptions and motives begin to dominate them.” (p. 27). 
Of course, Bill himself had a near similar experience at Towns Hospital (p. 14). 

I had a similar experience when I was about three months sober but had not yet worked the 12 
Steps. Late one night while meditating on a pier of rocks protruding into the ocean in Santa Mon-
ica, California, I was overcome with a tremendous surge of energy and joy that sent me sprinting 
down the beach. This lasted a long time but had dissipated by the next morning. It occurred to 
me that I had experienced the same as Bill Wilson on page 14—perhaps I, too, had become 
“reborn!” 

Alas, two months later I marched into a bar and almost ordered a gin and tonic. Thank God I did-
n’t, but I certainly had not had a spiritual experience as the Big Book defines it: “the personality 
change sufficient to bring about recovery from alcoholism.” (p. 567). 

But as time passes, I realize that God has removed my mental obsession to drink alcohol so long 
as I remain in a fit spiritual condition. Indeed, the 10th Step promise on page 85 has happened: 
“Instead, the problem ( mental obsession ) has been removed. It does not exist for us.” In this 
context, I have been reborn! 

By Bob S. 

             “How do I know when I’m doing God’s will?  

                         I don’t … but, I KNOW when I’m not.   

                           AA GRAPEVINE, February 2003 
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Mid-summer, 1938, was a watershed period for the writing of our Big Book—it almost did not hap-
pen! Donations from the Rockefellers, Charles Towns, and others were helpful, but Bill Wilson’s 
upcoming Big Book project remained on hold, even doubtful. 

Bill W. had written two pre-manuscript drafts: “There is a Solution” (Chapter One) and “Bill’s Sto-
ry” (Chapter two) during the late spring months of that year—Please notice the reverse order. 
These chapters were only a beginning effort to publish a short book that could sell for a dollar 
(about $18.00 today). Happily, Doctor Silkworth added, “The Doctors Opinion” that July. 

Bill had endured financial struggle for over a year and had become understandably discouraged. 
By early fall he had not written anything for three months—he finally stated: “I am not an author.” 
However, his partner, Hank P., convinced him that just a few more chapters were needed to justify 
the $1.00 price. Hank’s adamancy was successful! Bill began writing the next two chapters, “More 
About Alcoholism” and “We Agnostics” on September 15, 1938. 

Thank God for Hank P.! I have always considered Hank and Ebby T. as two unsung heroes of AA 
history, although neither of them remained sober for timely periods. Bill may have made the 
touchdown, but Ebby handed him the ball and Hank became his inspiring hard-driving coach! 

Not to forget Jimmy B. who is given credit for “God as we understood Him.” 

By December, Bill had finished the manuscript including “How It Works”, “Into Action”, “Working 
with Others”, plus four other Chapters. Jim S. helped write the Akron personal stories and the NY 
stories were also included. 

But in early 1939, Tom Uzzell, editor of Colliers Magazine, reduced the manuscript dramatically 
and a Dr. Howard (perhaps an alias) changed the tone from: “Thou must under pain of drunken-
ness, “ to “This is what we did.” 

The finished book was published in April of 1939. It sold for $3.50. 

So, Bill was gifted with many helpful friends as he constructed this marvelous life-saving book for 
us. Thank you, God! 

By Bob S, Richmond, IN 

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
       
      With a Little Help From His Friends 

https://www.aacle.org/donate/
https://www.aacle.org/ebbys-neat-little-formula/
https://www.aacle.org/big-book-manuscript-edits-vital/
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Introduction to THE LORD’s PRAYER   

   Mary Pat B., Naples, Florida 
 

The reason we join hands as we say the LORD’s PRAYER … is to remind us 

of the truth … that  we are not alone … our prayer is for the still suffering 

alcoholic … those who are with us ... and, those who are still searching for 

us.  Hold on to the hand of the person next to you like your life depends on 

it … someday it may. 

A.A. began in 1935 in Akron, Ohio, as the outcome of a meeting between Bill W., a New York 
stockbroker, and Dr. Bob S., an Akron surgeon. Both had been hopeless alcoholics. 

Bill emphasized that alcoholism was a malady of mind, emotions, and body. Bill learned this im-
portant fact from Dr. William D. Silkworth of Towns Hospital in New York. Bill had often been a 
patient of Dr. Silkworth. Though a physician, Dr. Bob had not known alcoholism to be a disease. 
Responding to Bill’s convincing ideas, Dr. Bob soon got sober, never to drink again. This 
sparked the founding of A.A. 

Both men immediately set to work with alcoholics at Akron’s City Hospital. One patient quickly 
achieved complete sobriety. These three men made up the nucleus of the first A.A. group. 

Cooperation with the professional community has been an objective of Alcoholics Anonymous 
from its very beginnings. Over the years Alcoholics Anonymous has not been as favored by the 
medical community as it once was. MAT (Medical Assisted Treatment) has not viewed A.A. as 
complimentary. COVID also shut down our ability to go into hospitals and treatment centers. 

The Cleveland District Office has been reaching out to hospitals and treatment centers to let them 
know we have no opinion on outside issues and we are available to help the alcoholic who still 
suffers. We will be forming a Committee in the near future and will ask our members to help us go 
back to our roots in the hospitals to continue our primary purpose to stay sober and help other 
alcoholics to achieve sobriety. 

Source:  Alcoholics Anonymous Cleveland 

https://www.aacle.org/alcoholics-anonymous-physician-looks-group/
https://www.aacle.org/product/how-aa-members-cooperate-with-professionals/
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“A new chapter has once 
again started in my life -- a 
chapter that has no ending, a 
chapter that I did not write, 
but a chapter with many char-
acters.” 
 
Trenton, New Jersey, April 
2005, “Falling Apart on the In-
side,” No Matter What 
  

 

“Notes in the same key 
resonate together .... No 
matter how much continu-
ous sobriety I have to my 
and AA’s credit, I am still 
only one drink away from a 
drunk, just like everybody 
else in these meeting 
rooms.” 
 
Wollstonecraft, May 1984, 
“The Winner’s Guide to 
Boring Meetings,” Into Ac-
tion 
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Your Groups’  
     Activities 
     Can Be Here   
     Next Month.             
     To Highlight  
     Your Group, 

Please Call Us: 
Intergroup Office 

239/262-6535 

 

Calling all AA  

Authors !!! 

Please submit  

an article to  

The COURIER !!! 
Email article to:  

naplesintergroup@yahoo.com 
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                          * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

“How do I know when I’m doing God’s will?   

  I don’t … but, I KNOW when I’m not.   

AA GRAPEVINE, February 2003 
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Spirituality and Money 
 “While the work of the group treasurer of-
ten involves many details, it is important to re-
member that the money the treasurer   oversees 
serves a spiritual purpose:  it enables each group 
to fulfill its primary purpose of carrying the A.A. 
message to the alcoholic who still suffers.  This is 
the fundamental work of A.A. and to continue it 
the group must keep its doors open.  The group     
treasurer is an important part of this Twelfth 
Step work.” 

SELF-SUPPORT: 

Where Money and Spirituality Mix                                                                                                     
 

 

Disbursement of a Group’s Funds 
 

 “After the group’s basic needs are met, 
such as providing for rent, literature, refresh-
ments, and insurance, the group can participate in 
the financial support of the  Fellowship as a whole 
by sending money to various A.A. service entities: 
1) their local Intergroup or Central Office, 2)  
Area 15 and District 20; and 3) the General Ser-
vice Office in New York.  Many groups provide fi-
nancial support for their G.S.R.s attending service 
functions.  These entities use contributions in a 
number of ways, always with the aim of carrying 
the A.A. message to the alcoholic who still suf-
fers.       The A.A. Group Treasurer, F-96,  

 
 

Service material prepared by the  
General Service Office 

Naples Area Intergroup 

 1509-B  Pine Ridge Road 
 Naples. FL 34109 
                      ( 50%) 

Area 15  
 

Area 15 Treasurer 
2950 W. Cypress Creek Rd. 
Ste 333  #1097 
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33309 
        New Address(10%) 
 

General Service Office 

James A. Farley Station  
P. O. Box 2407 
 New York, N. Y. 10116  (30%) 

District 20 

District 20 Treasurer 
P.O. Box 2896 
Naples, FL 34106 
                        (10%) 

Thank  you to all who contribute to 

Naples Intergroup / Central Office. 

FINANCES Oct 25   YTD 25  

Income     

Literature/Merchandise $3,199  $41,260  

Group Contributions 808  27,515  

AA Birthdays -  681  

Faithful Five -  575  

Individual/Anonymous 615  7,641  

Total Income 4,622  77,557  

Expenses     

Bank/Credit Card Fees 115  1,246  

Licenses/Permits -  200  

Office Supplies 214  3,172  

Office Improve/Repair - 441   

www Hosting 270  510  

Payroll  2,331  23,310  

Payroll Tax -  1,314  

Postage 11  66  

Printing -  671  

Purchases/Lit./Merch. 1,932  29,147  

Insurance -  722  

Rent 500  5,100  

Sales Tax 202  3,033  

Telephone/www 167  2,483  

Utilities 100  1,000  

Computer Equipment 75  75  

Computer Software 107  1,493  

Computer/Maintain     

Accounting Services 156  1,737  

Total Expenses 6,169  76,189  

Net Ordinary Income ($1,547)  $1,368  

Gratitude Dinner Tickets 

Raffle Ticket Sales        

7,880 

- 

 8,400  

 

Gratitude Expenses 328  328  

NET OTHER INCOME 7,552  8,074  

NET INCOME $6,005  $9,442  

     



GROUP*/MEETING CONTRIBUTIONS 
The six digit number next to the meeting name is their unique AA Registration Number assigned by the 
General Service Office in New York.  This number signifies they are a “Registered Group”...Those meet-
ings listed without a six digit number are NOT registered with G.S.O. and therefore not a “Group” (by 

AA definition), but is a “meeting”.     *Please see  A.A. pamphlet:  “The A.A. Group...where it all begins” P-16 
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AA Groups/Meetings listed here 
are those which are either regis-
tered as a Group at the AA Gen-
eral Service Office in New York, 
or, have contributed financially to 

Naples Area Intergroup. 

 

Group/Meeting                 Nov 2025  YTD 25 

Bonita 1th Step Prayer & Meditation  ………….…….0………….205 

24 Hour Solutions …………………………………..…...0………....500 

Beach Bums………………………………………….…...0..………..500 

Big Book Babes …………………………………………0…………...30 

Big Book Steppers— Bonita ………………………….0…..……...250 

Big Book Steppers- - Naples…………………………..0………….237 

Bonita Banyon ………………………………….………...0…………415 

Bonita Friday Joe & Chrlie ……………………………..0...……….263 

Bonita Happy Hour ………………………………………0….…..…..496 

Bonita Ladies Night ……………………………………...0…..….….150  

Bonita Morning Group ………………………...………..0…..……...805 

Bonita Saturday Nite……………………………………..0………..1,000 

Bonita Springs 96395…………………………………….0………....150 

Bonita  Women’s Step…………………………………...0..………..150 

Brown Bag Group………………………………………305……….1,067 

Cake Meeting ……………………………………….…….0…………...70 

Common Solutions Naples……………………….…,331…….…1,348 

Daily Reflections ZOOM ………………………………13.……..…..268 

Easy Does It …………………………………………….…0…..…...3,000 

Early Risers………………………………………………..0……….…500 

Flemsy Reed Group ……………………………………..0….……….258 

Free 2 Be ………………………………………………...150…..….….750 

Friday Nite Lights…………………………………………0..….……..200 

Group #510367………………………………………….149………….149 

Jaywalkers…………………………………………………0.……...…....47 

Keep It Simple……………………………………………..0…………..722 

Living  Sober Naples ……………………………….…...0…………….70 

Meeting In The Park …………………………………….0…………...639 

Men Of Naples …………………………………………..55……..……..64 

Monday Daily Reflections ……………………………...0…...…..…..44 

Morning Reflections …………………………………..,,0..……….…185 

Naples Group …………………………………………….0.………….400 

Naples Men Big Book Study……………………………0…….……..52 

  

  

Group/Meeting                     Nov 25  YTD 25 

Naples Nooners …………………………………………..0………..2,850 

New Dawn…………………………………………………..0…………..467 

New Serenity……………………………………………….0…………..250 

Nuts & Bolts …………………………………………….….0………....350 

On Awakening……………………………………………...0………....150 

One Day At A Time ………………………………………..0...……….153 

Park Shore Women………………………………….……..0………….500  

Primary Purpose Marco …………………………………..0………..6,583 

Saturday Girlfriends……………………………………….0…….…….150 

Three Legacies……………………………………………...0……....…194 

Veranda Group ……………………………………………...5…………..45 

Where Are We …………………………………………….100.......…….300 
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Did you know you can share your sobriety and gratitude in a practical way by joining the AA Birthday 
Club?  Sign up today and be featured in the Courier.  Show your support for your Central Office.  A 
donation of only one dollar for every year of your sobriety will help carry the message to alcoholics 
who still suffer.  

Rick G.             55 years 
Paul B.              51 years 
Ron P.  51 years 
Ron L.  47 years 
Jackie G. 39 years 
Bill D.               37 years 
Merle B.           37 years 
Michael L.        36 years  
Dennis F. 35 years 
Rad W.  35 years 
Judy W. 34 years 
Steve K. 32 years 
Bill S.             23 years 
Ken H.              23 years 
Laura .              7  years 
Eric S.              6  years 
 

 Faithful Fivers Needed 
2025 Monthly Faithful Fiver Club 

 
April O.,  Bill D.,  Bill S.,   Eric S.,,   Jeanette H.,   Jim H.,  Judy W.,   Kathryn Mc.,   

Ken H.,   Ralph W.,  Rick G.,  Ron L., Theresa R.. 
We are members of A.A. who want the hand of A.A. always to be there in the Naples, Florida area. 

It’s easy to join! 

Use a Check or Credit Card to contribute monthly, or one time. 

Stop by the Central Office for a one time Credit Card charge.  
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The Courier is published monthly by the Naples Ar-

ea Intergroup of Alcoholic Anonymous with an of-

fice located at 1509-2 Pine Ridge Road, Naples, FL 

34109-2198.   This publication is by, for, and about 

the Fellowship of AA.  Opinions expressed herein are 

not to be attributed to AA as a whole, nor does publi-

cation of information imply any endorsement by ei-

ther Alcoholics Anonymous or The Naples Area In-

tergroup.  Quotations and artwork from AA literature 

are reprinted with permission from AA World Ser-

vice, Inc., and/or The AA Grapevine, Inc..   

Contributions from our readers are 
 encouraged. 

Submissions are edited for space and clarity only. 

 

Trusted Servants 
 

Chair: 
Blake B., 285-7174 

blake91511@gmail.com 
 

Vice Chair:  
Robert C. 784-8514 
bcrowe616@aol.com 

 
Treasurer: 
Dalton M. 

781/444-7070 
daltonmurfee@aol.com 

 
Secretary:  

Service Opportunity 
 

Members at Large:  
 

Service Opportunities 
 
 

Office Manager:  
Ken Helton 

1509-B Pine Ridge Road 
Naples, Florida 34109-2198 
naplesintergroup@yahoo.com 

Phone: 239-262-6535 
www.aanaples.org 

 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday 9am to 4pm 

Tuesday   9am to 4pm 
Wednesday   9am to 4pm 
Thursday  9am to 4pm 
Friday  9am to 4pm 

Saturday  9am to 4pm 
Sunday   CLOSED 

 
 

Office Volunteers 
Amy D.,Becky S., Bill S., 

Bonnie B., Carrie W.,Caroline 
H., Eric S., Gay S., Geoff 
S., Lara E., Natacha A., 

Peggy E., Ralph B., Swen L.,  
… and loyal substitutes. 

Service Opportunity 
 

After-Hours Phone Volunteers 
Bob M., Craig P., Geoff E., 
Heather B., Ken H., Lauren 
F., Steve K., and Tim A. 

Service Opportunity 
 
  

 
Naples Area  
Intergroup  

 
District 20 

Business Meeting: 

Fourth Thursday of the 
 Month, 7:00 pm 

New Attitudes Club 
4133 Tamiami Trail E. 

(Lakewood & E 41) 
Behind Speedway Gas  

  

 

NAPLES AREA  
 INTERGROUP 

MEETING 
 

Central Office 
 

1509-2 Pine Ridge Rd. 
 

(next to 24 Hour Club) 
 

SECOND Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00pm 

Technology 

Opportunity. 

 
Commitments  

 
DAVID LAWRENCE 

CENTER   
Every day except  

Wednesday 
7:00 p.m.   

Maria M., 370-2034 
mmetchear@aol.com 

 
 

 WILLOUGH 
Sunday, Monday and 

Thursday 
7:00pm 

Peggy E., 269-7651 
marco-

angel2000@gmail.com 
 

HAZELDEN 
Monday, 7:00pm 

Nick Geer 818/424-5463 
nicgeer@gmail.com 

 
 BRIDGING THE GAP 

Joe S. , 845/554-8721 
joeascalia@icloud.com 

 
 

 

Area 15; Panel 75 
 

(South Florida, Ba-
hamas, US  and Brit-
ish Virgin Islands, 
Antigua,  St. Maar-
ten, and Cayman Is-
lands) 

 
 

Delegate: Lisa D. 
delegate@area15aa.org 

 
Alternate:  Donna W. 

altdelegate@area15aa.org 
 

Chair: Bron F. 
chair@area15aa.org 

 
Treasurer:  Alan T. 

treasurer@area15aa.org 
 

Registrar: Lea A. 
registrar@area15aa.org 

 
Secretary: Paul M. 

secretary@area15aa.org 
 
 

 

District 20 
(Collier County, the portion of Monroe 

County bordered by Collier and Miami-Dade 
Counties, and the portion of Hendry County 
below the northernmost boundary of Collier 

County.) 

  District 20 Officers:  

 
Chair: 

Joe S. 845/554-8721 

joeascalia@icloud.com 
 

Alt. Chair:  

Tom D. 845/23-6780 

tomadavison@yahoo.com 
 

Registrar:  

Katie B. 708/408-9330 

kaboyle56@gmail.com 
 

 Treasurer 

Bob A., 440/667-4372 

rsadams00@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  

Maury D. 239/370-7232 

maury@mdailey.com 

Service Committees: 
 

 Archives 

Heather O. 272-2632 

district20archives@gmail.com 
 

District 20 Business Meeting 

4th Thursday of each month, 

7:00pm New Attitudes Club             

4133 Tamiami Trail E. 

Current Practices 

Pete C., 784-7725 
pete.curtner@yahoo.com 

 

Grapevine / Literature 

Lauren F. 220-2792 

laurenfrosh@comcast.net 

Jody L . 518/335-9748 

jojopr1025@gmail.com 

Business meeting the third 

Tuesday of each month at 

5:30 p.m., 24 Hour Club 
 

Institutions 

Maria M.  

mmetchear@aol.com 

1st Thursday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m., 24 Hour Club 
 

 Public Information/CPC  

Ronnie P., 269-8251 
 


