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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS PREAMBLE: 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who 

share their experience, strength and hope with each oth-

er that they may solve their common problem and help 

others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement 

for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no 

dues or fees for AA membership; we are self-supporting 

through our own contributions. AA is not allied with any 

sect, denomination, politics, organization or Institution; 

does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither en-

dorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is 

to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.  

I think of the first three Steps in AA as: I can’t. (Step One). God can! (Step Two). I have decided to ask Him to help me. 
(Step Three). 

I no longer consider that saying the Third Step Prayer was when I decided to turn my will and my life over to the care 
of God. It is obvious that my decision to do so had to come before. 

My decision to ask for God’s help was made, according to the Big Book, at the bottom paragraph on page 62: “Next, 
we decided that hereafter in this drama of life, God was to be our Director.” The asking took place when I prayed the 
Third Step Prayer on page 63. But my decision was well thought out before asking God for help through that prayer. 

I believe this distinction is important because we are told: “We thought well before taking this step making sure we 
were ready; that we could at last abandon ourselves utterly to Him.” Time to think well between the decision and the 
prayer is important. 

It would be tempting to haphazardly repeat this watershed prayer, denying the process of its needed substance and 
weight. Personally, having several months of sobriety before this sequence, I had already made a sincere decision 
before praying this prayer with a sponsor. 

We are told: “The wording was, of course, quite optional so long as we expressed the idea, voicing it without reserva-
tion.” (p. 63) My sponsor had me read each sentence of the prayer separately and use my own words to explain what 
it meant to me. 

When finished, we both prayed the Third Step Prayer verbatim. I was immediately launched into the following Steps 
and have not had to drink since. 

By Bob S., Cleveland District AA Office 

https://www.aacle.org/twelve-step-prayers/
https://www.aacle.org/sponsorship-that-which-we-give-away-we-keep/
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MARCH: The Third ( 3rd ) Month Of Alcoholics Anonymous 
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I Did Not Fit In 

When I look back on my experience, after going through my pre drinking years, my drinking years, and my sober years in 
the AA program, it is not hard to see what a troubled individual I was. 

In my days from birth to the day I entered grammar school, I was unaware of the dysfunction in my immediate environ-
ment and with the absence of supervision, discipline, and role models, I did anything I wanted to do, and my behavior 
became dishonest, selfish, and shameful, as I later learned. 

On my first day of parochial school, the world came apart for me when I looked around the classroom and realized that I 
did not fit in. All the other kids were having fun and enjoying that experience and I was terrified and knew that I could 
never live up to what was expected of me at that time. 

As a result, I developed fears and inhibitions that those other kids did not seem to have. I learned right from wrong in 
church, but was much too insecure to do what was right. I learned to cut corners, lie, and cheat, since I had no confi-
dence that I could ever keep up with my peers. 

I began to overcompensate and to act out to make up for my short falls, but it never worked for me. Fist fighting became 
a regular event. This all went on till I turned thirteen and found the answer to all my problems. 

I had access to alcohol, and I did not recognize it at first, but it immediately removed all those fears and inhibitions. And, 
for the first time in my life, I felt normal and that I was as good as anyone and better than most, so I thought. 

I continued to drink to feel good but when I awoke in the morning, I was more terrified than before and all I had to do was 
to take that first drink and everything was right with the world again. 

I continued this pattern until I was twenty-eight years old when I woke up one morning to face The Hideous Four Horse-
men, Terror, Bewilderment, Frustration Despair (Big Book p. 151) and I had a moment of clarity. I knew that I had to do 
something about my drinking, or I would die a horrible death at the hands of others or by my own hand. 

I called AA, struggled to find the location of the meeting place, arrived there two hours later, and was greeted by three 
members who were compassionate and understanding and as they listened, my sense of isolation slowly went away, as 
did the desire to drink. I have never wanted a drink from that moment (October 5, 1969) to the present. 

I have never had to struggle with the AA program and have embraced it to the best of my understanding. I came to under-
stand that the things that I did as a child and as a practicing alcoholic were the ingredients of the disease of Alcoholism 
and that, the die was cast at the age of six, all the ingredients were there long before I ever took a drink and all I had to do 
was add the alcohol. 

Once I removed the alcohol, all the ingredients were still there and that is what the program helped me to set right. 

I was not responsible for becoming an Alcoholic. I am, however, accountable for my behavior while I was drinking. And, if 
I am willing to make restitution and clean up the wreckage of the past, I can free myself from all the guilt and shame and 
walk away with my dignity and self respect. 

Today my life is better than it ever could have been, had I never become an Alcoholic in the first place, and, of that, I am 
convinced. 

By Rick R. 

https://www.aacle.org/fear-in-recovery/
https://www.aacle.org/how-do-i-stay-sober/
https://www.aacle.org/what-is-aa/
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“In the meetings I attend, newcom-
ers sometimes ask me how I’ve 
been able to stay sober so long. My 
answer is always the same: every 
morning, the first thing I do is say 
three magic words -- God, help 
me.” 
 
“Small but Mighty,” Kissimmee, 
Florida, March 2006, Beginner’s 
Book: Getting and Staying Sober in 
AA 

 
“Recovery is something like the resto-
ration of a very old painting, covered 
over by layers and layers of darkening, 
distorted varnish ... Not all of the un-
derlying pattern can be revealed at 
one time. What is uncovered, bit by bit 
and layer by slow, careful layer, are 
the things which are necessary and 
appropriate for me to know about my-
self right now.” 
 
“An Indescribable Benevolence,” Port 
Coquitlam, British Columbia, August 
1992, Step By Step 
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MASQUERADE II 
Awhile back someone asked me if I was ready to write another installment of 
“Masquerade.”  I really don’t know why; perhaps it was just a slow news day.  
But, it got me to thinking that it’s been ten years since I wrote the original article 
and five years since the update.  Perhaps it is a good time to revisit the Single-
ness of Purpose idea.  I am now twenty two years sober, and although I think 
that my recovery has led me into the discovery of ever-deepening levels of com-
passion, my opinions on this subject have changed very little.  What has changed 
is the environment in which these scenarios are now playing themselves out in 
our local community. 
 

Most of the folks alluded to in the original articles are gone now.  One has died 
(drug overdose), one has moved away (but is active in his addiction), and one is 
in recovery.  My friend with the pill problem has periodically stumbled but 
seems to be doing well now in Narcotics Anonymous after having gotten busy 
not only with the Twelve Steps and sponsorship but also in general service.  One 
other thing has changed since the original publications.  I have now seen friends 
die from untreated alcoholism. 

 

Something that has not changed is that I still see treatment centers referring their clients primarily to AA even though the NA fellow-
ship has grown the past couple of years.  There also seems to be some renewed efforts by a misguided minority of folks to continue 
pushing for a “one size fits all” type of fellowship (“Addictions Anonymous?”).  However, the reluctance of many of our AA members to 
refer the drug addicts to NA seems to be waning; definitely a positive sign.  Still, too often, I see well-meaning members of our fellow-
ship urging new members with a primary addiction to a substance other than alcohol to attend AA meetings and simply substitute the 
word “alcohol” for their drug of choice.  This is what needs to stop. 

 

With the strengthening and expansion of Narcotics Anonymous in our community, particularly through the efforts of the good folks 
over at “The Last Connection” (an NA clubhouse), the time for making excuses is over.  There is definitely hope for the addict in the NA 
fellowship locally.  I fully recognize that there are many among us who suffer from multiple disorders, and many will benefit from asso-
ciations with members of more than one fellowship.  But, I still encourage people to identify their primary addiction or disorder and 
then to make their first line of defense in the fellowship which most specifically deals with that addiction or disorder.  If it happens that 
alcohol is the primary problem then, by all means, that individual should be encouraged to go to AA.  If the primary problem is drugs, 
then we should refer the person to NA, and so on. 

 

I truly believe that we do people with multiple addictions or disorders a great disservice when we suggest to them that any one fellow-
ship might be the single solution to all of their problems.  Unfortunately, treatment centers, and some courts, have been referring just 
about everyone to AA for years with the misguided adage that “a drug is a drug is a drug.”  As I stated previously, that whole notion 
likely emerged from a treatment center with only one van.  We can do better.  Our AA General Service Conference-approved literature 
speaks very specifically on these point 

 
All of us can do something.  Courts and treatment centers need to do a better job of identifying primary addictions and referring clients 
to the fellowships that most specifically deal with their most urgent problems.  The first line of defense against relapse should be 
against the primary addiction and involve recovery in the fellowship developed for that problem.  In each fellowship we can encourage 
members to “wear the hat where you’re at” and stop identifying as addicts (or alcoholic/addicts) in AA meetings or as alcoholics (or 
alcoholic/addicts) in NA meetings.  We can stop supporting groups that have watered down their Singleness of Purpose to the point 
that the distinction between fellowships has blurred beyond recognition.  If we stop supporting these aberrations, then eventually they 
will become marginalized into insignificance and disappear. 

 

My experience over the past couple of decades, and what prompted me to write these articles in the first place, is that I’ve seen people 
dying, not because they were excluded from our fellowship, but rather because they were not.  Think about it. 

 

~ Jerry E., Naples, Florida 
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“When we early AAs got 
our first glimmer of how 
spiritually prideful we could 
be, we coined this expres-
sion: ‘Don’t try to get too 
damned good by Thurs-
day!’” 
 
AA Co-Founder, Bill W., 
June 1961, “Humility for To-
day”, The Best of Bill 

 
 

“I have come to believe that 
my drinking insanity is only 
one form of the craziness to 
which we AAs are prone. I 
call it Insanity A. Insanity B 
is finding out what works 
for you -- and then not do-
ing it.” 
 
“Insanity B,” Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, February 
2005, Beginner’s Book: Get-
ting and Staying Sober in 
AA 
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I came from a family riddled with alcoholic drinkers. Many of them had the problem as bad as I did. I recall the first month, or so, after I 
got sober, still hanging out with them at our favorite watering hole, drinking ginger ale. I would slip out every night to go to the AA 
meeting at 8:30 and return two hours later without telling anyone where I was going. 

I didn’t want anybody to know I was checking out the AA program. At the time, I didn’t want to face ridicule, and wasn’t sure it was going 
to work for me. If it didn’t work, I wouldn’t have put up with their mocking. You might say that I was protecting my anonymity at the 
time and didn’t even know it. 

After thirty days of that, I didn’t care who knew about it because I believed I had found the answer. And I had! Soon after that, I wanted 
to shout it from the rooftops and try to sober up everyone around me. 

You probably know how that turned out. As I dragged each of my five brothers to AA meetings, it seemed that each learned just 
enough to rationalize exactly why he was not an alcoholic. And they ridiculed me any way. 

Later, two died of alcohol-related symptoms. And a third brother committed suicide. That was among the experiences that gave me hard-
earned lessons about the respect for the principle of anonymity. Of the rest of my immediate family of ten, only one sister saw some-
thing in me that she liked and got sober in the program. She hasn’t had a drink in more than 48 years. 

In AA meetings, we are exposed to discussions as newer members complain about someone breaking their anonymity, or the ones, like 
my former self, want to shout it from the rooftops. That will always be the case in AA, as it’s one of the symptoms of alcoholism. 

We are failed idealists who need attention. But as we get more and more experience, we learn the true value of the spirit of anonymity. 
We can always come up with some noble reason for tooting our own horn, and we can dress it up in the altruistic motive of sacrificing 
one’s own anonymity to save someone’s life. In the long run, that sometimes destroys the chance of being a good example, and often 
turns out doing just the opposite — which I have personally witnessed. 

Tradition Twelve talks of anonymity as, “the spiritual foundation of all our Traditions, ever reminding us to place principles before person-
alities.” 

There is a difference between the spirit of the law and the letter of the law. We, who have been diligent with the program, have been 
highly influenced by the spirit of what the founders of AA learned and introduced us to in the form of the 12 Steps and the 12 Tradition. 
They all come in the form of unselfishness of the spirit. 

I have yet to find one prayer or principle in the two books we use as reference guides in AA that are of a material nature or a selfish mo-
tive. This tells me that the things I do, as the result of practicing the principles of the program, should be done unselfishly and without 
fanfare. So long as I need the attention that I always sought when looking for a “photo opportunity,” I’m following only the letter of the 
law, so to speak. 

When I came to understand the spirit of anonymity, I was able to rein in my ego and my selfish motives. I try to be a good role model and 
do it quietly. It seems to work better that way. 

By Rick S., Cleveland District Office 

We Failed Idealists Need Attention 

https://www.aacle.org/why-we-do-the-things-we-do/
https://www.aacle.org/find-a-meeting/
https://www.aacle.org/anonymity-spot-check-from-g-s-o/
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No Need to Overthink This Issue 

The Alcoholics Anonymous program is open to anyone who has a desire to stop drinking. It makes no difference if you are 
an atheist, agnostic, Buddhist or a member of one of the vast number of religions in the world. All of us have the same opportunity 
to get well through the 12 Steps. 

That ensures no alcoholic is left out. We embrace everyone who walks through that door. If Step Two had been written to say, 
“Came to believe that God,” rather than, “a Power greater than ourselves” could restore us to sanity, I wonder if AA would have 
succeeded in the way that it has—especially when we consider the problems that the Oxford group had with this issue. 

I have seen people talking of religion, and others who were irritated with any talk of God. Yet, we still hold hands at the end of the 
meeting and say a prayer. And everyone leaves the meeting feeling a little better. I personally know priests and ministers in the 
program, and they seem to adjust to the diversity of the landscape. I wish that it could be simpler for each person, but there are no 
two people who are identical in this matter. 

Speaking for myself, if I wanted to be freed from the deadly obsession of alcoholism and come to terms with a concept of a power 
greater than myself, I had to trust the guidance of the two books that are suggested and the leadership of the more experienced 
members of the group. I was like those described in the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions who “think they have tried faith and 
found it wanting.” (p. 28) 

I also read that, “even the militant atheist got through the hoop with room to spare.” I did not believe in the God of the religionist in 
the same way that I thought they did. But I did not think I was an atheist, either. The Power Greater than myself option was a good 
start for me. 

You Might Call It a Miracle 

Something happened to me within minutes after arriving at my first introduction to three people, sitting on a bench in the front yard 
of a little house in Los Angeles, where they held their AA meetings. The obsession to drink was gone, and I have not had, nor want-
ed, a drink since then. 

You might call that a miracle, and you might be right, depending on your definition of a miracle. But it came to me as a profound 
Change of Perception brought about by the Love, Understanding and Compassion I sensed as they welcomed me. These experi-
ences were a great way for me to start. But now, what about prayer? Who or what do I pray to? 

I heard about doorknobs and icons, the ocean, and other such things but that way of thinking did not set well with me. I did not 
want to be too glib about such an important matter. 

Then I noticed that, in Step Two, it did not say that I had to believe in anything, only that I had to believe that a power greater than 
myself could restore me to sanity. The collective wisdom of the AA program and the people in it have been the framework for my 
faith in a higher power. 

The experience that I had in that front yard, fifty-one years ago, was all I needed to know to get on with the rest of the program. I 
pray to God every day to show me what to do and give me the strength to do it. I still do not know for sure who or what God is. 

I use the word God only to describe the spiritual influence that AA has had on this drunk. I pray to God as I understand God, and he 
expresses himself in my consciousness. The only thing left for me to do is to separate the wheat from the chaff. 

By Rick R., San Diego, California 

https://www.aacle.org/program-spiritual-never-religious/
https://www.aacle.org/product/twelve-steps-twelve-traditions-reg-ed/
https://www.aacle.org/step-two-coming-to-believe/
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Your Groups’  
     Activities 
     Can Be Here   
     Next Month.             
     To Highlight  
     Your Group, 

Please Call Us: 
Intergroup Office 

239/262-6535 

 

Calling all AA  

Authors !!! 

Please submit  

an article to  

The COURIER !!! 
Email article to:  

naplesintergroup@yahoo.com 
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God as We Understand Him 

Alcoholics Anonymous came into existence in 1935 at a time when much of our society was centered around the church-
es in the communities where we lived. Much of the South and the Midwest are still like that to this day. 
As a child in my home town, on Sunday morning I could look out the window and see a great majority of my neighbors 
walking to church. That was the way it was in the early 1940’s. The book, Alcoholics Anonymous, was published in 1939 
and seems that it was highly influenced by the many early members of the program at that time. 

A.A. could have, very easily become a religious program. But, fortunately, the elders of that time realized, by the mis-
takes of the Oxford Group, and the Washingtonians, that they had to make it clear that, a desire to stop drinking was the 
only requirement for membership, and that the individual members could choose their own concept of a power greater 
than themselves, i.e. God as we understand him. 

In Tradition Two it says, “As He may express Himself in our group conscience” When the word God is used in the re-
mainder of the book, it is not always followed by the “as we understand him” qualifier, and I believe that many members 
get the idea that somehow, they are trying to push religion on them. I think that’s understandable. 

When I was faced with that possibility, I personally found it easy enough to read the black part of the pages in the book 
and to not let myself become distracted by what I now recognized as a cultural norm at the time. I had no problem setting 
aside my religious bias and recognizing the parts of the Big Book and the 12×12 that clearly state all of the options avail-
able when it comes to finding a “power greater than myself“, and I can name several right off top. 

Alcohol itself was my higher power for a long time and still would be if hadn’t gotten into the program. 

My EGO ran my life for quite awhile until I got serious about life issues. 

       The A.A. program itself. I found myself spiritually lost when I surrendered and entered the program of Alcoholics 
Anomous and when faced with the need to come to terms with the Higher Power issue, I now realize why it took such 
a long time to settle this subject. 

 
Years of drinking and an underdeveloped thinking process that was hard to get up to speed right away. As I got more 
familiar with the Big Book, and the 12×12, I started to uncover all the evidence that debunked the idea that I had to con-
form to any religious doctrine. In the 12×12 I read on page 26, “Alcoholics Anonymous does not demand that you to be-
lieve anything.” On belief, “to acquire it, I had only to stop fighting and practice the rest of A.A.’s program as enthusiasti-
cally as I could.” (p 27) 

Also on page 26 where it states, “Take it easy. The hoop you have to jump through is a lot wider than you think….. A one-
time vice-president of the American atheist Society … got through with room to spare” Then on page 33 of the 12×12 it 
says “Therefore, Step Two is the rallying point for all of us. Whether agnostic, atheist, or former believer, we can stand 
together on this step.” 

Today I am very comfortable with my own concept of a Higher Power and I use the word God only to put a name on a 
concept that has no physical form and I might say that it expresses itself in the collective conscience of the world we live 
in. I can assure you that if you read these qualifiers and practice the rest of the principals of the program, as enthusiasti-
cally as you can, you will come to terms with a personal concept of a higher power as well as any of us. 

Cleveland AA Office 

https://www.aacle.org/product/alcoholics-anonymous-the-big-book-4th-edition/
https://www.aacle.org/product/twelve-steps-twelve-traditions-reg-ed/
https://www.aacle.org/my-ego-can-whip-your-ego/
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“Each AA has been an indi-
vidual who, because of his al-
coholism, could seldom gov-
ern himself. Nor could any 
other human being govern 
the alcoholic’s obsession to 
drink, his drive to have things 
his own way ... Yet we alco-
holics can be led, we can be 
inspired.” 
 
AA Co-Founder, Bill W., Janu-
ary 1947, “Will AA Ever Have 
a Personal Government?”, 
The Language of the Heart 

 
 
 
“Surrender has nothing 
to do with giving up. It 
means to stop fighting.” 
 
“The Gift of Sobriety,” 
Carrollton, Texas, Febru-
ary 1993, AA Grapevine 
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Spirituality and Money 
 “While the work of the group treasurer of-
ten involves many details, it is important to re-
member that the money the treasurer   oversees 
serves a spiritual purpose:  it enables each group 
to fulfill its primary purpose of carrying the A.A. 
message to the alcoholic who still suffers.  This is 
the fundamental work of A.A. and to continue it 
the group must keep its doors open.  The group     
treasurer is an important part of this Twelfth 
Step work.” 

SELF-SUPPORT: 

Where Money and Spirituality Mix                                                                                                     
 

 

Disbursement of a Group’s Funds 
 

 “After the group’s basic needs are met, 
such as providing for rent, literature, refresh-
ments, and insurance, the group can participate in 
the financial support of the  Fellowship as a whole 
by sending money to various A.A. service entities: 
1) their local Intergroup or Central Office, 2)  
Area 15 and District 20; and 3) the General Ser-
vice Office in New York.  Many groups provide fi-
nancial support for their G.S.R.s attending service 
functions.  These entities use contributions in a 
number of ways, always with the aim of carrying 
the A.A. message to the alcoholic who still suf-
fers.       The A.A. Group Treasurer, F-96,  

 
 

Service material prepared by the  
General Service Office 

Naples Area Intergroup 

 1509-B  Pine Ridge Road 
 Naples. FL 34109 
                      ( 50%) 

Area 15  
 

Area 15 Treasurer 
2950 W. Cypress Creek Rd. 
Ste 333  #1097 
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33309 
        New Address(10%) 
 

General Service Office 

James A. Farley Station  
P. O. Box 2407 
 New York, N. Y. 10116  (30%) 

District 20 

District 20 Treasurer 
P.O. Box 2896 
Naples, FL 34106 
                        (10%) 

Thank  you to all who contribute to 

Naples Intergroup / Central Office. 

FINANCES Feb 25   YTD 25  

Income     

Literature/Merchandise $5,347  $8,823  

Group Contributions 1,594  3,915  

AA Birthdays -  -  

Faithful Five 10  20  

Individual/Anonymous 985  1,005  

Total Income 7,936  13,743  

Expenses     

Bank/Credit Card Fees 78  156  

Licenses/Permits 200  200  

Office Supplies 188  567  

Office Improve/Repair - -   

www Hosting -  -  

Payroll  2,331  4,662  

Payroll Tax -  -  

Postage 29  29  

Printing -    

Purchases/Lit./Merch. 3,095  6,055  

Insurance -    

Rent 500  500  

Sales Tax 561  561  

Telephone/www 214  431  

Utilities 100  100  

Computer Equipment -    

Computer Software 218  477  

Computer/Maintain -    

Accounting Services -  142  

Total Expenses 7,217  14,105  

Net Ordinary Income $718  ( 367)  

Gratitude Dinner Tickets 

Raffle Ticket Sales        

- 

- 

   

 

Gratitude Expenses -    

NET OTHER INCOME -    

NET INCOME $719  ( $367)  

     



GROUP*/MEETING CONTRIBUTIONS 
The six digit number next to the meeting name is their unique AA Registration Number assigned by the 
General Service Office in New York.  This number signifies they are a “Registered Group”...Those meet-
ings listed without a six digit number are NOT registered with G.S.O. and therefore not a “Group” (by 

AA definition), but is a “meeting”.     *Please see  A.A. pamphlet:  “The A.A. Group...where it all begins” P-16 
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AA Groups/Meetings listed here 
are those which are either regis-
tered as a Group at the AA Gen-
eral Service Office in New York, 
or, have contributed financially to 

Naples Area Intergroup. 

 

Group/Meeting                      Feb25  YTD 25 

 

Bonita 1th Step Prayer & Meditation  ……………. 0…………..39 

24 Hour Solutions ……………………………………..0………...500 

Big Book Steppers—Bonita ………………………..24…………..54 

Bonita Banyon ………………………………………….0…………155 

Bonita Friday Joe & Chrlie …………………………...0…………..68 

Bonita Happy Hour …………………………………...0………….232 

Bonita Morning, Group ………………………………0………….330 

Cake Meeting ………………………………………….70…………..70 

Daily Reflections ZOOM …………………………….50…………..50 

Flemsy Reed Group …………………………………..0…………...71 

Free 2 Be ………………………………………………..0…………..100 

Meeting In The Park …………………………………..0…………..267 

Men Of Naples ………………………………………..32……..…….64 

Monday Daily Reflections …………………………..22………..….44 

Morning Reflections …………………………………40……….…..40 

Naples Nooners ……………………………………1,250……….1,250 

Nuts & Bolts ……………………………………………..0………....350 

Three Legacies………………………………………...100………...100 

Veranta Group …………………………………………11…………...22 

Where Are We ………………………………………...100………….100 

  

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

Group/Meeting                       Jan 25  YTD 25 
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Did you know you can share your sobriety and gratitude in a practical way by joining the AA Birthday 
Club?  Sign up today and be featured in the Courier.  Show your support for your Central Office.  A 
donation of only one dollar for every year of your sobriety will help carry the message to alcoholics 
who still suffer.  

Rick G.             54 years 
Paul B.              51 years 
Ron P.  51 years 
Ron L.  46 years 
Jim B.              41 years 
Jackie G. 39 years 
Bill D.               37 years 
Michael L.        36 years  
Dennis F. 35 years 
Rad W.  35 years 
Judy W. 34 years 
Steve K. 33years 
Bill S.             23 years 
Ken H.              22 years 
Laura .              7  years 
Eric S.              6  years 
 

 Faithful Fivers Needed 
2024 Monthly Faithful Fiver Club 

 
April O.,  Bill D.,  Bill S.,   Eric S.,  James B.,   Jeanette H.,   Jim H.,  Judy W.,   

Kathryn Mc.,   Ken H.,   Ralph W.,  Rick G.,  Ron L., Theresa R.,  Tim A., 
We are members of A.A. who want the hand of A.A. always to be there in the Naples, Florida area. 

It’s easy to join! 

Use a Check or Credit Card to contribute monthly, or one time. 

Stop by the Central Office for a one time Credit Card charge.  
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The Courier is published monthly by the Naples Ar-

ea Intergroup of Alcoholic Anonymous with an of-

fice located at 1509-2 Pine Ridge Road, Naples, FL 

34109-2198.   This publication is by, for, and about 

the Fellowship of AA.  Opinions expressed herein are 

not to be attributed to AA as a whole, nor does publi-

cation of information imply any endorsement by ei-

ther Alcoholics Anonymous or The Naples Area In-

tergroup.  Quotations and artwork from AA literature 

are reprinted with permission from AA World Ser-

vice, Inc., and/or The AA Grapevine, Inc..   

Contributions from our readers are 
 encouraged. 

Submissions are edited for space and clarity only. 

 

Trusted Servants 
 

Chair: 
Blake B., 285-7174 

blake91511@gmail.com 
 

Vice Chair:  
Robert C. 784-8514 
bcrowe616@aol.com 

 
 
 

Treasurer:  
Service Opportunity 

 
Secretary:  

Tiana B. 337/283-1208 
tsbrancato@gmail.com 

 
Members at Large:  

 
Service Opportunities 

 
 

Office Manager:  
Ken Helton 

1509-2 Pine Ridge Road 
Naples, Florida 34109-2198 
naplesintergroup@yahoo.com 

Phone: 239-262-6535 
www.aanaples.org 

 
 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday 9am to 4pm 

Tuesday   9am to 4pm 
Wednesday   9am to 4pm 
Thursday  9am to 4pm 
Friday  9am to 4pm 

Saturday  9am to 4pm 
Sunday   CLOSED 

 
 

Office Volunteers 
Becky S., Bill C., Bill D., Bill 
S., Bonnie B., Chrissie F., 

Chris G., Ed C., Eric S.,Gay 
S., Geoff S., Lara E., Peggy 
E., Rob O., Tom S. … and 

loyal substitutes. 
Service Opportunity 

 
After-Hours Phone Volunteers 
Geoff E., Holli G., Jeanette 

H., Ken H. Lauren F., 
Heather B., Steve and Tim A. 

Service Opportunity 

 
Naples Area  
Intergroup  

 
District 20 

Business Meeting: 

Fourth Thursday of the 
 Month, 7:00 pm 

New Attitudes Club 
4133 Tamiami Trail E. 

(Lakewood & E 41) 
Behind Speedway Gas  

  

 

NAPLES AREA  
 INTERGROUP 

MEETING 
 

Central Office 
 

1509-2 Pine Ridge Rd. 
 

(next to 24 Hour Club) 
 

SECOND Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00pm 

 
Commitments  

 
DAVID LAWRENCE 

CENTER   
Every day except  

Wednesday 
7:00 p.m.   

Maria M., 370-2034 
mmetchear@aol.com 

 
 

 WILLOUGH 
Sunday, Monday and 

Thursday 
7:00pm 

Peggy E., 269-7651 
marco-

angel2000@gmail.com 
 

HAZELDEN 
Monday, 7:00pm 

Nick Geer 818/424-5463 
nicgeer@gmail.com 

 
 BRIDGING THE GAP 

Joe S. , 845/554-8721 
joeascalia@icloud.com 

 
 
 
 
      

 

Area 15; Panel 69 
 

(South Florida, Ba-
hamas, US  and Brit-
ish Virgin Islands, 
Antigua,  St. Maar-
ten, and Cayman Is-
lands) 

 
 

Delegate: Cary W 
delegate@area15aa.org 

 
Alternate:  Lisa D. 

altdelegate@area15aa.org 
 

Chair: Donna W. 
chair@area15aa.org 

 
Treasurer:  Karen V. 

PO Box 590835 
Ft Lauderdale, FL 

33359-0835 
treasurer@area15aa.org 

 
Registrar: Robin P. 

registrar@area15aa.org 
 

Secretary: Bronwyn F. 
secretary@area15aa.org 

 
 

 

District 20 
(Collier County, the portion of Monroe 

County bordered by Collier and Miami-Dade 
Counties, and the portion of Hendry County 
below the northernmost boundary of Collier 

County.) 

  District 20 Officers:  

 
Chair: 

Joe S. 845/554-8721 

joeascalia@icloud.com 
 

Alt. Chair:  

Tom Davison 845/554-8721 

tomadavison@yahoo.com 
 

Registrar:  

Katie B. 708/408-9330 

kaboyle56@gmail.com 
 

 Treasurer 

Bob A., 440/667-4372 

rsadams00@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  

Maury D. 239/370-7232 

maury@mdailey.com 

Service Committees: 

 Archives 

Susan H., 280-7093 

District 20 Business Meeting 

4th Thursday of each month, 

7:00pm New Attitudes Club             

4133 Tamiami Trail E. 

Current Practices 

Pete C., 784-7725 
pete.curtner@yahoo.com 

 

Grapevine / Literature 

Lauren F. 220-2792 

laurenfrosh@comcast.net 

Jody L . 518/335-9748 

jojopr1025@gmail.com 

Business meeting the third 

Tuesday of each month at 

5:30 p.m., 24 Hour Club 
 

Institutions 

Maria M.  

mmetchear@aol.com 

1st Thursday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m., 24 Hour Club 
 

 Public Information/CPC  

Ronnie P., 269-8251 
 

Technology 

Opportunity. 


