T

H
E

Naples Area Intergroup
1509Pine Ridge Road, Unit B
Naples, Florida 34109

239-262-6535
naplesintergroup@yahoo.com
www.aanaples.org

We took our most important step when we recognized that we
had become unmanageabl e. Having done that, the next step wa
We had tried to control the use of alcohol We had tried to
to trick ourselves into sobriety

We tri-egaommafgai n. We tried beer and wine. We tried three a
gl asses. We tried the pledge, without fingers crossed. And,
hol . We #tthiel Isthreedngt h of &@amdl wei waotredne@ok®ne telling us h
doctor s, no parent s, no women, no men, and none of our fast
suggestion that smacked our wuplift. We wanted no advice fro
fis i nnoer s

But at | ast, after many months of headstrong persistence in
|l ess to deal with our situations. Then we were ready to | oo
been unique. I't has been the experience of man throughout t
that something was wrong with him as he stood, he found his
Man in al/l ages has turned to the realm of the spirit to fi
ages has come to the l'ization that he must place his fai
everything in it

We took our second step. Then, when we came to believe that
sanity. Having taken that step, we are brought to the thres
threshol d. To cross the threshol d, we must exchange mere re
firm convi ctihelnioée $eoro la@ove firm conviction. And with firm c
Power and in the saving grace of that power, we enable ours
t he mgerround of nervous compul sion that made us powerl ess i
We turn our faces toward God and prepare to |ift ourselves

By the Editor, Central Bulletin, January 1943

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS PREAMBLE

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who
share their experience, strength and hope with each oth-
er that they may solve their common problem and help
others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement
for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no
dues or fees for AA membership; we are self -supporting
through our own contributions. AA is not allied with any
sect, denomination, politics, organization or Institution;
does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither en-
dorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is
to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.
(AA Grapevine, Inc.)
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STEP SEVEN: Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.

TRADITION SEVEN: Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-suppofting, declining outside
contributions.

CCONCEPT SEVEN: The Charter and Bylaws of the General Service Board are legal inst
ments, empowering the trustees to manage and conduct world service affairs. The Confer-
‘ence Charter is not a legal document; it relies upon tradition and the A.A. purse' for ﬁn,al}

1. Honestly now, do I do all I can to help AA (my group, my central office, my GSO) remain self-supporting? Could |
put a little more into the basket on behalf of the new guy who can’t afford it yet? How generous was | when tanked
in a barroom?

2. Should the Grapevine sell advertising space to book publishers and drug companies, so it could make a big profit
and become a bigger magazine, in full color, at a cheaper price per copy?

3. If GSO runs short of funds some year, wouldn’t it be okay to let the government subsidize AA groups in hospitals
and prisons?

4. Is it more important to get a big AA collection from a few people, or a smaller collection in which more members
participate?

5. Is a group treasurer’s report unimportant AA business? How does the treasurer feel about it?

6. How important in my recovery is the feeling of self-respect, rather than the feeling of being always

under obligation for charity received?
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Stories of Young AAs in Recovery

Young AAs i n Recovery

Calling all AA
Authors !l
Please submit
an article to
The COURIER !l

Email article to:
naplesintergroup@yahoo.com

Your Groupsad

RECOVERY

Activities
Can Be Here
Next Month.
To Highlight
Your Group,
Please Call Us:
Intergroup Office
239/262 -6535
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A Declaration of Unity

This we owe to A.A.’s future:
To place our common welfare first;
To keep our fellowship united.
For on A.A. unity depend our lives;
And the lives of those to come.

From Bill’s last message™. . . .

[f I were asked which of our blessings
[ felt was most responsible for our
growth as a fellowship and most vital
to our continuity, 1 would say, the
“Concept of Anonymity.”

Read by Lois at the 1970
Annual New York Intergroup Dinner
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AA Volunteer Opportunities

Naples rea

Mornings: 9:00 to 12:30
Afternoon:12:30 to0 4:00

(One morning or afternoon each week.)

and, Telephone Helpline
After-hours, various days.

1-year continuous sobriety.
For information: 239/262-6535
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The Meeting Guide App

This is the first installiment of a new Box 4-5-9 series on the technology that is changing
the way Alcoholics Anonymious communicates to suffering alcoholics and interacts

Josh R., a web developer, did most of his drinking in New
York City. In 2013, he decided a geographic would help
and he moved to San Jose. Unlike most geographics, this
one turned out to be fruitful — for both Josh and for
Alcoholics Anonymous.

Once in San Jose, Josh got sober, found a sponsor and
started going to A.A. meetings in the area. Only problem
was, the local central office website — while it listed
meetings — wasn't so user-friendly for someone using
a mobile phone. Like most A.A. websites, the site had
been developed before mobile design came into general
use. Such sites work fine for somecne on a computer, but
these days, A.A. sites get more than twice as many visi-
tors from handheld devices as from traditional desktops
or laptops.

“Essentially what I did,” Josh says, “is take all the meet-
ing listings and export them to an Excel file with links
to directions, and then made my own litile app, just for
myself. That's where the germ of the idea for the Meeting
Guide app developed — just me trying to find meetings.”

From early sobriety, Josh has been a supporter of
intergroups and central offices. The intergroup rep from
his home group suggested that Josh develop his person-
al app into an app that all AAs in Santa Clara County
could use. Josh agreed and conferred with the Santa
Clara County central office. Eventually, Josh went fur-
ther than originally envisioned. He came up with the idea
to develop a WordPress plug-in that intergroup/central
offices, areas and districts across the couniry (and the
world) could use, so that the meetings they listed on
their sites could be added to the app and automatically
updated every 12 hours,

News and Notes from the General Service Office of AA?

ol. 5, No. 3 / Fall 2019

with its members.

A turning point for Josh was making a presentation
of his app to the National A.A. Technology Workshop
(NAATW), where he received support and feedback.
The free app was launched in November 2015 with
seven connected A.A. websiies — those in Austin, Mesa
(Arizona), Oakland, Philadelphia, Portland (Oregon),
San Francisco and San Jose.

Today, Meeting Guide is connected to 326 local A.A.
arganization websites. Getting connected wasn’t easy

" for all of them. Some local sites had to find new web

servants, while others had to draft new policies and pro-
cedures, sign up for new web hosting, and try new soft-
ware. In several cases, group consciences were gought to

* settle concerns about the Sixth Tradition and the future

of the app: Would it always be free? Does this represent
affiliation with an outside entity?

In an era when smartphones dominate, Meeting Guide
is a simple, useful tool for newcomers and oldtimers alike
— one that standardizes meeting information so that it is
always readily available and up to date. Recognizing this,
Josh did something unusual, but which is also completely
within the spirit of the Fellowship: he gave the Meeting
Guide app to Alcoholics Anonymous, for fiee.

“I realized,” Josh says, “that the only way we could
continue to grow was to pass it on.”

In the fall of 2018, A.AW.S., Inc. licensed Meeting
Guide and put together a working group of consultanis,
employees and trustees to help bring it to fruition, and
an updated version was released in summer 2019. Lois L.
is a member of the steering committee for the NAATW
and an administrator on the Technology in AA. (TIAA)
online forum. As an A.A. member with 30 years sobriety

*® Nothing matters more to AAs future welfare than the manner in which we use
the colossus of modern communication. Used unselfishly and well, it can produce
. . 3 . ae
resulls surpassing our present imagination.””

Meeting Guide Privacy Policy

— Bill W.

Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. The
App Store and iOS are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.
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August 1-4, 2024
67.floridastateconvention.com

“Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront
-Jacksonville, Florida

PROGRAM & ﬁwvmﬁﬁ

Workshops 2 Young People Meetmgs w® Golf Tournament
LGBTQ Meetings ® Shark Tooth Hunt = ASL Interpreter = River Run/Walk
Ice Cream Socials ® Entertainment = Marathon Meetings = Cornhole
Spanish Speaking Meetings = Grapevine = Archives Room = Kayak Event
Old-Timer's Meeting ® Banquets = Meditation = Al-Anon/Alateen
Convention Merchandise ® Photo Ops With Co-Founders Bill and Dr. Bob = Yoga

Guest Speakers:

Ed M. - Louisville, KY
Heather G. - Knoxville, TN
Ali H. - Toronto, ON
Mildred F. - Toronto, ON
Angie B. - Destin, FL (Al-Anon)
Chip B. - Destin, FL.
Danny B. - Spring, TX

Kathryn A. - Jacksonville, FL

orid-Renowned H@gwtahty Room!

SCAN HERE
BE AMAZED

subject to state S hotel is non-smoking. Designated
smoking areas Wil be @#8Vided. Check-in 3 PM. — Check-out 12 P.M.
Parking: $15/day S§ark $39/day Valet Park

Overflow Hotel Information
DoubleTree by Hilton Jacksonville Riverfront

1202 River Place Blvd ® Jacksonville, Florida 32207

1-800-222-TREE (8733) https:/ /shorturl.at/ ENPS4

Rates start at $119+ Group Code: FSC or CDTFSC

First night’s room and tax due at booking. Two-night minimum stay.
Cancellations must be 8 days before arrival or full booking will be
charged. +$10 each adult over two per room; cut off date 7/11/2024.
All rooms subject to state/local taxes. Non-smoking hotel.

Check-in 4 PM. — Check-out 11 A.M.

Parking: Free - Self Park $24/day - Valet Park

For hotel questions please contact Ruth R. at hotel67fsc@gmail.com
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