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 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS PREAMBLE : 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of people who 

share their experience, strength and hope with each oth-

er that they may solve their common problem and help 

others to recover from alcoholism. The only requirement 

for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no 

dues or fees for AA membership; we are self -supporting 

through our own contributions. AA is not allied with any 

sect, denomination, politics, organization or Institution; 

does not wish to engage in any controversy, neither en-

dorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is 

to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.  

(AA Grapevine, Inc.)  

Editorial : On The Eight Step 
 
"Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to make amends to them all.  

It was characteristic of many of us as alcoholics to at least attempt to perform in the grandiose manner. And in 
harming others we usually succeeded magnificently. So, to say that the first phase of the Eighth Step is a large 
order is to indulge in understatement which matches our bombastic style.  

And yet, however extended be the list of those we have harmed, the fulfillment of this step's admonition need 
not be a tedious nor a burdensome undertaking. In the first place, let's examine the meaning of the verb: 
Amend.  

Webster's New International Dictionary defines it thus --"To make better, especially in character; to repair, re-
store; to free from faults, put right, correct, rectify. . ."  

There is the credo to which we of A.A. subscribe; the goal we hope to achieve through sobriety. It is both the 
manifestation of our adherence to the other 11 Steps and our performance of the Eighth itself.  

The definition continues:  

". . . to change or modify in any way for the better; to recover from illness." It was written for us!  

We have often heard that our sobriety should be founded on "unselfish selfishness", that we should strive to 
avoid a lapse into drinking for the benefits we, personally, derive from abstinence. It's not sound, we have been 
told, to try to stay dry for the sake of a wife or a sweetheart or someone else dear to us.  

When we first heard that plan of action outlined, we revolted mildly because it didn't seem to meet the specifica-
tions of true altruism. Many of us, as we entered A.A., still yearned for that mystic power to "handle" alcohol and 
it seemed then that the step we were taking was at least in part --a gesture of devotion to some loved one. With-
out altruism there didn't seem to be much motive to propel us.  

Of course, we soon discovered that "unselfish selfishness" was the firmest foundation for our recovery. We 
found, in the same way, that we try to help others, not solely through altruistic impulse, but so that we may gain 
strength.  

The principle of "unselfish selfishness" is applicable again in the Eighth Step. We seek to identify all those we 
have harmed and we assume a willingness to make amends so that --recalling the definition of the word --we 
may "change . . . for the better" and "recover from illness."  

The alternative is retrogression. If we fail to "repair", we can only impair.     L.  J.  

Reprinted with permission of the Grapevine, July, 1945  
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!ƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 
{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ IƻǇŜ 

.ȅ wƛŎƪ wΦ 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ мсп ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ .ƻƻƪ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ 

ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ōȅ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛǎƳΦ !ǎ L ŘǊŀƴƪ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΣ L ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ό!!ύΦ  !ƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ L ŦƻǳƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 

ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

9ŀŎƘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ .ƻƻƪ ό!ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎύ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 

ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎΦ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ мсп ǇŀƎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŬƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎΤ ōǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΗ bŜȄǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ {ǘŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ 

¢ǿŜƭǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎ όмнϧмнύ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƳǇƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ 

ƭƛǾŜǎΦ !ǎ L ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ Ƴȅ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ǿŜǊŜΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ мсп ǇŀƎŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ L 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀǎ L ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊ ŘŜŦŜŎǘ ŀƊŜǊ ŘŜŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ CŀŎŜǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƛŎƪ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ CŜŀǊΣ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ 

ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 9Dh ŘƻƎƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ L ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ Ƴȅ 9Ǝƻ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ Ƴȅ /hb{/L9b/9 ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀ ŦƻƻǘƘƻƭŘΤ ŀƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƳƻǝǾŀǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ȅŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ōŀǎŜŘ 

ƻƴ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǳƭǘȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ  

!ǎ L ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ th²9w Dw9!¢9w ¢I!b a¸{9[C ŀƴŘ L 

ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ 9ƳƳŜǘ CƻȄ ŜƴǝǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘέ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀπ

ǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ! ! ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {tLwL¢¦![ {h[¦¢Lhb ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōǘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΦ Lǘ 

ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƻǳōǘǎΦ  

bŜȄǘΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ IǳǎōŀƴŘΣ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ CǊƛŜƴŘΣ /ƻǿƻǊƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜπ

ǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ¢Ih¦{!b5 C!/9¢{ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŎƪ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛπ

ǘȅΦ aȅ ǿƛŦŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ !ƭ !ƴƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƻōǊƛŜǘȅΣ ŀƭƭ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ 

ά9ȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ aƻǝǾŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜƴǝǊŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ ǇǊƻōπ

ƭŜƳǎΦ  {9[CL{Ib9{{---{ŜƭŦ-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘƴŜǎǎΗ ¢ƘŀǘΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎΦ ό.. ǇƎΦснύ LŦ ǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƻƻǘΣ όƳƻǝǾŜύ ǘƘŜƴ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

ōȅ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘ ƳƻǝǾŜǎΦ  !ƴŘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ L Řƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΤ ŀƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘΦ 5¦IΗ  

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ 

ƛǎ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΥ [h±9Σ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘΣ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǾŜǊπ

ǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ōȅ {Ŏƻǧ tŜŎƪΩǎΣ ¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘ ƭŜǎǎ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŬƴŜǎ [ƻǾŜ ŀǎΥ /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ bǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘπ

ŜǊ tŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ {ƻǳƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǿƻǊŘΤ ŀƴŘΣ L Ŏŀƴ [ƻǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ ōȅ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŬƴŘǎ ƛǘ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ 

ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǎŀǝǎŦŀŎǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ΦΦΦ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ōȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ 

ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Iŀōπ

ƛǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀǎΥ tŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ aƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ vǳƛŜǘ IŜŀǊǘΦ 
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* * * * * *  

Introduction to the THE LORDõs PRAYER   

   Mary Pat B ., Naples, Florida  

 

The reason we join hands as we say the LORDõs 

PRAYER é is to remind us of the truth é that  

we are not alone é our prayer is for the still suf-

fering alcoholic é those who are with us ... and, 

those who are still searching for us.  Hold on to 

the hand of the person next to you like your life 

depends on it é someday it may . 

 
 
 
ñThe first thing that captured me 
at my very first meeting was the 
way AA members talked with 
one another. There was a genu-
ineness, something real there, 
that I wanted ... I saw they were 
sober and that they were hon-
est with each other.ò 
 
ñThe Real Thing,ò New York, 
New York, February 2001, Voic-
es of Long-Term Sobriety 
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Love Is As Love Does 

The longer I attend AA meetings the more aware I become of the evolution of the subject 
matter of meeting topics. 

In my early days in the 1970s, the topic was normally about drunkalogues or whatever the 
leader wanted to talk about that day. Most of the meetings that I attend today are literature
-based meetings and there is amplifying information in the literature that reinforces the 
topic. 

On page 164 of the Big Book it says ñWe realize we know only a little. God will constantly 
disclose more to you and to us.ò 

Today we have access to all that they had learned up to that point in time plus everything 
we have learned since then and the sharing in the meetings is so much deeper as the re-
sult of those disclosures. 

I was at a meeting recently and the topic was ñLove without stringsò September 28 in 
the Daily Reflections. It was interesting to hear the differing perceptions, mainly based on 
the differing lengths of sobriety and how the word Love was perceived. 

I looked up the word in the Thesaurus and it is all about feelings like fondness, passion, 
adoration, affection, and many others. 

Over the years, I have heard it said that ñI can love him, but I donôt have to like him.ò Is it 
him I donôt like or is it his behavior I donôt like? 

All of us come to AA with behavioral problems. It is not about him. It is about me being 
judgmental. There were comments about sexual attraction or ñerotic loveò which are com-
mon in most online definitions but that is not our purpose when dealing with the word 
Love. 

There are many definitions of the word LOVE and for our purpose, I believe the one that 
Scott Peck writes about in his book ñThe Road Less Traveledò he defines love as ñThe 
will to extend oneself for the purpose of nurturing oneôs own or anotherôs spiritual 
growth.ò He implies that it is not that version that we see on the movie screen. 

Love Is As Love Does  ê continued on page 6. 

 

  

https://www.aacle.org/product/alcoholics-anonymous-the-big-book-4th-edition/
https://www.aacle.org/product/daily-reflections/
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ñHow do I know when Iôm doing Godôs 

will?  I donôt é but, I KNOW when Iôm not.   

AA GRAPEVINE, February 2003 

Love Is As Love Does ê continued from page 5. 

To me this means that love is, caring for, and nurturing an-
other person. I can love everyone, even if they do not love 
me back. It is not about them; it implies that itôs about me 
and my actions. As I took this approach, one by one I de-
fused and neutralized all those mental conflicts and accept-
ed everyone exactly as they are. No longer do they crowd 
my thinking. 

Do those people that still have behavior problems sometimes cross my boundaries? Oh 
yes, they do. Sometimes their EGO is threatened by something I shared at a meeting or in 
the community and they need to defend their position. 

Today I recognize these symptoms in others, and I try to be understanding about what I say 
at a meeting as to not make him or her uncomfortable. This takes time and I never respond 
to innuendos when someone is trying to draw me into an argument. It takes two to tango 
and over a period of time he gets to know who I really am, and he is no longer threatened 
by the thing I share. 

I try to care for and nurture everyone and at some point, in time I have run out of adver-
saries, that I know of. In fact, I become their best advocate. 

Today, the word Love is not a noun. Love is a verb. Love is as Love does. Understand 
them, wish the best for them, and be willing to help them when you can. 

Who could understand the behavior of an alcoholic more than another alcoholic who has 
experienced their own development in the program? 

The founding principles of AA is the caring for and nurturing of another alcoholic. If that is 
not love, then what is? With all my love, I rest my case. 

Cleveland AA Central Office, July 2024 

https://www.aacle.org/true-humility-and-an-open-mind/
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Your Groupsð  
     Activities  
     Can Be Here   
     Next Month.             
     To Highlight  
     Your Group,  

Please Call Us:  
Intergroup Office  

239/262 -6535  

 

Calling all AA  

Authors !!!  

Please submit  

an article to  

The COURIER !!!  
Email article to:  

naplesintergroup@yahoo.com  
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I Stand By The Door 
By Sam Shoemaker ( from the Oxford Group ) 

 
L ǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

L ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŦŀǊ ƛƴΣ ƴƻǊ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƻ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ - 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜƴ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŬƴŘ DƻŘΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ 

²ƘŜƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΣ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ LΣ 

/ǊŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƛǎΦ 

!ƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŬƴŘ 

Lǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ ŎǊŜŜǇ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ƳŜƴΣ 

²ƛǘƘ ƻǳǘǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘΣ ƎǊƻǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ 

CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘƻƻǊΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ ŘƻƻǊΣ 

¸Ŝǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŬƴŘ ƛǘΦ 

{ƻ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

Lǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƻǊ - ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ƴŀƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ 

Lǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ƎǊƻǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

!ƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŎƘ - ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪǎ 

!ƴŘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴϥǎ ƻǿƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ 

 

aŜƴ ŘƛŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎ ōŜƎƎŀǊǎ ŘƛŜ 

hƴ ŎƻƭŘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ŎǊǳŜƭ ŎƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ 

5ƛŜ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀǎǇΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ - ƭƛǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΦ 

 

bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŬƴŘ ƛǘΣ 

!ƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ IƛƳΦ 

{ƻ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

 

Dƻ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŀƛƴǘǎΤ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ - 

Dƻ ǿŀȅ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǾŜǊƴƻǳǎ ŎŜƭƭŀǊǎΣ 

!ƴŘ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŀǩŎǎΦ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŀǎǘΣ ǊƻƻƳȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ƛǎΦ 

Dƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŎŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ 

hŦ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭΣ ƻŦ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƴǘƘƻƻŘΦ 

{ƻƳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǊƻƻƳǎ 

!ƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ 

!ƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ 

{ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ L ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴΦ                                                                       /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ фΦ 
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I Stand By The Door é continue from page 8. 

 
Sometimes venture in a little farther, 
But my place seems closer to the opening. 
So I stand by the door. 
 
There is another reason why I stand there. 
Some people get part way in and become afraid 
Lest God and the zeal of His house devour them; 
For God is so very great and asks all of us. 
And these people feel a cosmic claustrophobia 
And want to get out. 'Let me out!' they cry. 
And the people way inside only terrify them more. 
Somebody must be by the door to tell them that they are spoiled. 
For the old life, they have seen too much: 
One taste of God and nothing but God will do any more. 
Somebody must be watching for the frightened 
Who seek to sneak out just where they came in, 
To tell them how much better it is inside. 
The people too far in do not see how near these are 
To leaving - preoccupied with the wonder of it all. 
Somebody must watch for those who have entered the door 
But would like to run away. So for them too, 
I stand by the door. 
 
I admire the people who go way in. 
But I wish they would not forget how it was 
Before they got in. Then they would be able to help 
The people who have not yet even found the door. 
Or the people who want to run away again from God. 
You can go in too deeply and stay in too long 
And forget the people outside the door. 
As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place, 
Near enough to God to hear Him and know He is there, 
But not so far from men as not to hear them, 
And remember they are there too. 
 
Where? Outside the door - 
Thousands of them. Millions of them. 
But - more important for me - 
One of them, two of them, ten of them. 
Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch. 
So I shall stand by the door and wait 
For those who seek it. 
 
'I had rather be a door-keeper 
So I stand by the door. 
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