


GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS 
Group Contributions are thru date of Courier printing  

Please call the Central Office if there are errors or omissions 

GROUP                                           April                            YTD 

Aprendiendo A Vivre ............................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Banyan Primary Purpose ........................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Beach Bums ......................................... 250 ................................. 250 

Big Book Comes Alive ............................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Big Book Steppers, Bonita ..................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Big Book Steppers, Naples..................... 0 ................................... 13  

Big Book Study ........................................ 0………………………..   0           

Big Chunks of Truth  ............................... 0 ................................      0  

Bikers In Sobriety .................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Awareness.................................... 0 ....................................  0            

Bonita Banyan   ........................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Friday Night.................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Wed. Beginners ........................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Happy Hour .............................. 304 ................................. 514 

Bonita Men ............................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Remain Teachable ....................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Saturday Night Discussion ........ 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Springs Morning ...................... 252 ................................. 492 

Bonita Women’s Step .............................. 0 ................................. 463 

Bonita Unity .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Women .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Brown Bag ................................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Burning Desire ..................................... 200 ................................. 200 

Cake Meeting ............................................ 0 ................................... 90 

Came to Believe ....................................... 0 ................................... 52 

Candlelight ............................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Common Solutions .................................. 0 ................................. 150 

Early Reflections...................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Early Riser ............................................ 532 ................................. 973 

East Trail  .................................................. 0 ................................. 100 

Easy Does It  ............................................ 0 ................................. 300 

First 2 Third .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Footprints in the Sand, Bonita ............... 0 ..................................... 0 

Free 2 Be ................................................. 40 ................................... 80 

Friday Noon Big Book ............................. 0 ................................... 27 

Friday Night .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Gator Group ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Girlfriends ................................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Golden Gate ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Good Orderly Direction ........................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Gratitude Hour ......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Grupo Nuevo Vida ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Happy Hour, Naples................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Hope Group .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Keep It Positive ........................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Keep It Simple ...................................... 276 ................................. 276 

Ladies Night, Bonita ................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Live and Let Live...................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Living Sober,  Naples ............................ 20 ................................... 20 

Men Of Naples .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Men’s Crossroads.................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Men’s Meeting, Marco ............................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Men’s Step ................................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Monday Men’s Step ................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

GROUP                                         April                             YTD                                         

Monday Night ........................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Morning Reflections .............................. 23 ................................... 44 

Mustard Seed ........................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Mystery Group ......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Naples Group ........................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Naples Men's ........................................ 150 ................................. 150 

Naples South ............................................ 0 ................................. 171 

Naples Young People .............................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Newcomers Coming Together ............... 0 ..................................... 0 

New Dawn ................................................. 0 .............................. 1,000 

New Saturday Nite Live ..........................  0 ..................................... 0 

New Serenity ............................................ 0 ................................... 50 

New Women (Thursday Noon) ............... 0 ..................................... 0 

Newcomers ............................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

No Compromise ....................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Not  A Glum Lot ....................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Nueva Vida ............................................. 90 ................................... 90 

Nuts & Bolts ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Oaks Group ............................................ 50 ................................... 75 

Old Timers ................................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

One Day At A Time, Bonita ..................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Out to Lunch Bunch ................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Good Orderly Direction ........................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Pay It Forward .......................................... 0 ................................. 350 

Pine Ridge Group .................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Primary Purpose Marco ...................... 250 ................................. 350 

Program Of Action ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Saturday Morning Girlfriends ................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Saturday Night Armageddon .................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Saturday Nite Live ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Sisters In Sobriety ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Small Beginnings .................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Step By Step ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Still Living Sober ..................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Students of the Steps .............................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunday Morning....................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunday Night Speakers .......................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunlight Of the Spirit, Bonita ................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunset Serenity........................................ 0 ..................................... 0  

Survivor’s ................................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Swamp Group .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Tables of Naples .................................. 265 ................................. 564 

There Is a Solution .................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Third Tradition ......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Three Legacies......................................... 5 ..................................... 5 

Thursday Women’s Group ..................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Unity Step ............................................... 41 ................................... 85 

Veranda ..................................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Walk The Steps With Women ................. 0 ..................................... 0 

We Care .................................................... 0 ................................... 63 

Where Are We .......................................... 0 ................................... 69 

Women’s Big Book Study ....................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Women’s Grace........................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Women’s Step .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 
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A.A.’s International Convention In Atlanta  
80 years 

Happy, Joyous and Free 
July 2-5, 2015 

Registration Forms available at Central Office 

On Line Registration  at www.aa.org 

 

 

 

Want to ride to Atlanta on the BOZO Bus? 
Plans are being made to hire a bozo bus to  take us to and from Atlanta July 2-5, 2015. 

Departing Walmart (Collier Blvd/I 75) Thursday, July 2, 12:01 am (midnight); Departing Atlanta Sunday, July 5, 2:30pm 
The cost has been estimated to be $125. If interested, call Peggy E.,  269-7651; marcoangel2000@gmail.com or  

The AA Office, 262-6535 and give your name and contact information.   

  
BOZO BUS  Naples to Atlanta   one mile at a time! 

BE SURE TO VISIT  

FLORIDA Hospitality suite 

co-hosted by Area 14 & 15 

Where:  Chestnut Suite at the Omni Hotel 

When:  July 2, 2015  -  10am to 6pm 

(Open meeting at 5pm) 

July 3 & 4, 2015  -  9am to 5pm 

Have your photo taken with Bill W. & Dr. Bob! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
WWW.AANORTHFLORIDA.ORG OR 

WWW.AREA15AA.ORG 
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      VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR            
     2015 International Convention  
          Of Alcoholics Anonymous  
          http://aa80.volunteerhub.com/signin.aspx 
A.A.® Convention Center Greeters: Volunteers will welcome guests at the Georgia World Congress 
Center as well as directing traffic within the Convention Center from Wednesday morning through 

Saturday Evening 

 A.A.® Foreign Languages: Volunteers will staff a special booth from Wednesday morning through Sunday morning to help ensure 
the comfort and convenience of guests for whom English is not a native language. The booth is in the Convention Center, and will be 
accessible by phone. 

 A.A.® Georgia Dome Hosts: Volunteers will greet guests arriving for the three large meetings scheduled at the Dome Friday night, 
Saturday night and Sunday morning. Volunteers may be used to assist with the flag ceremony (not the actual flag bearers) but to assist 
the bearers on stage. They may also be used as "security" for the Special Needs and VIP sections. 

 A.A.® Guest Welcome and Volunteer Headquarters/Volunteer Reserve: Volunteers on this committee will be staffing the volun-
teer headquarters at the Convention Center as well as attending to details of welcoming special guests (non-AA professional guests) as 
needed. 

 A.A.® Hotel Lobby Greeters: Volunteers will staff information tables in hotel lobbies in downtown Atlanta and in key suburban 
hotel sites from Thursday morning until Saturday evening. 

 A.A.® Marathon Meetings: Volunteers will chair and host the various marathon meetings from Thursday evening to Sunday morn-
ing. 

 A.A.® Registration: Some of these volunteers will staff the registration area in Georgia World Congress Center. They will give 
badge holders and information packets to those who are pre-registered. Others will staff the information tables for questions about 
the Convention. A third set of volunteers will assist the professional firm handling on-site registration by handing out information pack-
ets. 

 A.A.® Shuttle Bus Greeters: Volunteers will be stationed at convention shuttle bus service drop-off and pick-up points at peak 
hours from Thursday morning to Sunday early afternoon to help all Convention attendees using bus services to and from convention 
hotels, the Convention Center and the Georgia Dome. 

 A.A.® Sidewalk Greeters and Thursday Night Event in the Park: Volunteers will be stationed at the downtown core public trans-
portation stops and on sidewalks near the nexus of Convention activities from Thursday afternoon until Saturday evening. 

 A.A.® Special Needs/Accessibilities: These volunteers will be a source of information for physically challenged and other individu-
als who feel the need for special help. Their booth is in Convention Center, and they will also be present at the Georgia Dome for the 
Big Speaker Meetings. 

 A.A.® Topic Meeting Greeters and Counters: These volunteers will greet members as they attend the topic meetings during the 
day Friday and Saturday in the Georgia World Congress Center, and provide estimated counts of the number of participants. 

 A.A.® Transportation Hub Greeters: These volunteers will greet our visitors at the airport, train stations, and bus depots. They will 
guide them toward transportation to their local destinations. 

 A.A.® Volunteer Kick-Off Meeting & Training Orientation: Volunteers will help set-up and organize the official start of the 2015 
International Convention Volunteer Host Committee activities. The goal of the Kick-Off Meeting is to provide information about the 
volunteer process and sign-up volunteers for the various subcommittees. The May training is the orientation meeting for volunteers. 
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Continued from page 7 

Yet AA is not about one man or the other. The essence 

of AA is that it is an and program—the fellowship and 

healing power arises in the meeting of the two. In Wil-

son's words, "I realized that no amount of willpower 

could keep me away from a drink. The only thing that 

could keep a drunk sober was telling his story to another 

drunk."                      

When Wilson and Smith met that night, each was facing 

death, trying to find a way to stay alive. We have come to 

think that the "other drunk" Wilson met that night in Ak-

ron had to be a doctor. When Smith hears Wilson say 

that his own physician in New York, William Silkworth, 

thought "alcoholic allergy" was "a disease," Smith lit up. 

A disease? With signs, symptoms, a course, and a pro-

gression? Implying what? A treatment? And so Smith 

recast their shared search for how to stay alive as find-

ing a treatment, and AA was born. the play Smith 

andThey discovered that, just as in medical illness itself, 

in addiction there is a danger in isolation, and there is a 

healing in mutual connection. In fact, current medical 

research suggests that isolation has detrimental effects 

on the immune system, and connection may stimulate 

it—and this has relevance for treatments, such as for 

melanoma and other cancers. 

In addition to finding a way to recover, the two men 

made other discoveries that changed how medicine is 

practiced today. By finding that a patient suffering from 

a particular disease is helped by meeting with other, 

similar sufferers, they started what we now take for 

granted: same-disease support groups (breast cancer, 

child abuse, war-trauma, etcetera). By realizing that al-

coholism is a disease with three elements—physical, 

psychological, and spiritual, and had to be treated in all 

three arenas—they discovered the holistic movement, 

currently labeled the biopsychosocial model, that is now 

at the heart of modern medicine. All in 1935, eight dec-

ades ago. Wilson would be equals. 

And what about God? At the time that the two of them 

met, neither one had much faith in a traditional, reli-

gious God. As Smith said, "I was forced to attend church 

four times a week. I vowed when I was free I would nev-

er darken the door of a church again—a vow I've kept, 

religiously, for forty-odd years." Wilson, too, had more or 

less given up on God. Both men had pragmatic reasons: 

they had tried prayer to God, and it didn't work to keep 

them sober. The key to their vision about "God" came 

from a man named Ebby Thatcher, an old friend of Wil-

son's who said, "You don't have to believe in God, you 

just have to admit that you're not God. Use what you do 

believe in, whatever it is." 

The essence of this is twofold. First, an alcoholic cannot 

will himself to stay sober. Asking for help from someone 

or something outside that "self" is, pragmatically, neces-

sary. One term that is used is "a Higher Power," or "a 

Power greater than myself"—whatever form that takes for 

each person. Second, there is often confusion in the dif-

ference between a "religious" program and a "spiritual" 

program. 

Including the word "God" in The 12 Steps of AA was a 

way of compromising with various factions at the time, 

the late 1930s, a very different era from ours. 

It is clear from both of these men’s lives that AA is not 

"religious," but "spiritual." Wilson's transformation in 

Towne's Hospital three months before he chanced to 

meet Smith has been described by many writers as a 

"conversion experience," a spiritual experience described 

by William James, a philosopher that both Wilson and 

Smith read. 

The 12 Steps of AA are heavily influenced by a non-

theistic spirituality, Buddhism—in tune with "non-self", 

"non-attachment", "letting go", which both men, to differ-

ent extents, embraced. The phrase written into the 12 

Steps by Wilson and Smith is, "God, as we understood 

him." (Italics from the 12 Steps.) Including the word 

"God" was a way of compromising with various factions 

at the time, the late 1930s, a very different era from 

ours. 

Our pundits and columnists will continue to tout the lone 

hero who prescribes—and sometimes proscribes—to mil-

lions. But the healing, not just of the millions of recover-

ing alcoholics and addicts in 12-step programs, but the 

hope for healing of the world, lies beyond the hero. The 

adversarial stance of I/you, either/or, dominates Ameri-

can culture, from what we drink or drug or eat, to whom 

we see as enemies. The promise is in shifting from the 

individual to the quality of the relationship, to that and, 

to a fellowship of mutual healing. 

The suffering in AA is centered on "alcohol," but that par-

ticular story is relevant to any human suffering. If we iso-

late ourselves and try to walk through our suffering 

alone, we will suffer more, and we will spread more suf-

fering around. If we try to walk through suffering with oth-

ers—at best, others with similar sufferings—we will suffer 

less, spread less suffering around, and walk out of it, per-

haps, with a bit more compassion, the spirit of service to 

others, and even gratitude. 

 

Source:  The Atlantic, April, 2014 
By Samuel Shen & Janet Surrey 

  (Shen & Surrey are the authors of the play “Bill W. and Dr. Bob.”) 
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Service Keeps Helps Us Sober 
Ever wonder what all the AA Service Committees do? 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
Like any other AA service, the primary purpose of those involved in archival work is to carry the 

message of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Archives service work is more than mere custodial activity; 

it is the means by which we collect, preserve, and share the rich and meaningful heritage of our 

Fellowship.  It is by the collection and sharing of these important historical elements that our 

collective gratitude for Alcoholics Anonymous is deepened. Naples Archive Committee 

needs a Chair.   
 
 
CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE 

The purpose of the Corrections committee is to coordinat3 the work of individual AA mem-

bers and groups who are interested in carrying our message of recovery to alcoholics be-

hind the walls, and to set up means of smoothing the way from the facility to the larger AA 

community through prerelease contact.  The Corrections Committee is Chaired by Tim S., 

440-477-5780 

 

LITERATURE COMMITTEE 
The focus of the Literature committee is to assure that AA literature is available for AA 

groups, service meetings, and other AA events.  Through displays, supplies of AA cata-

logs and order forms, and AA literature workshops this committee helps AA members 

carry the AA message through literature. The Literature Committee is Chaired by Guy 

R., 825-1234  

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION/COOPERATION WITH THE PROFESSIONAL  
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
Members of this committee convey AA information to the general public, including the 

media.  They inform professionals and future professionals about AA —what we are, 

where we are, what we can do, and what we cannot do. They attempt to establish better 

communication between AAs and professionals, and to find simple, effective ways of co-

operating without affiliating.  The PI/CPC Committee is Chaired by Bill S., 249-0523 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS-ACCESSIBILITIES COMMITTEE 
This committee assists AA members who have a variety of challenges to accessing 

the AA message in AA meetings, Twelve Step work and other AA service.  The Special 

Needs Committee is Chaired by Bill M., 338-8314 

 

TREATMENT COMMITTEE 
While AA is not affiliated with any form of alcoholic treatment, AA Treatment committees 

are essential in carrying the AA message to treatment facilities where the suffering alco-

holic may be introduced to AA for the first time.  The Treatment Committee is Chaired by 

Mike B., 465-7823 

 
Detailed information about all AA Committees is available through A.A. Guidelines, published by 

G.S.O.  Copies are available at the Naples Central Office, 1509 Pine Ridge Road, Naples, Fl. 

34109; (239) 262-6525 




