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Saturday, June 20th...Noon to Midnight 

 
    A Full Day of Food, Fun & Fellowship!  

 
AFTERNOON SCHEDULE (Noonð4pm 

 
FREE Hotdogs and Popcorn...bring food to share! 

 
Display and Presentation by ALL Naples Area Service Committees... 

Archives     Corrections      Literature      Public Information/Cooperation with the  
Professional Community     Special Needs    Treatment      Intergroup/Central Office 

Grapevine 

 

Learn what happens before and after the ñmeetingò to help the still suffering alcoholic. 

 
EVENING SCHEDULE  
(Suggested $10 per person Contribution*)  

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Social Hour  

7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Baked Ziti Dinner with all the trimmings!  

8:00 - 8:30 p.m. Announcements, Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle  

and a Sobriety Countdown  

8:30 - 9:30 p.m. Guest Speaker: Billy N. (Atlanta, GA)  

10:00 - Midnight 50s - 60s ñSock Hopò Style DJ Dance  

FOUNDERS DAY 
                        At St. William Church 

601 Seagate Drive, Naples FL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AA phone (Hotline) is often the first contact a suf-
fering alcoholic has with A.A.  We need your help to 

carry the message of  hope and recovery!  

 
YOU  WILL ANSWER THE AA PHONE FROM YOUR HOME OR MOBIL PHONE 

WHEN THE OFFICE IS CLOSED.  SHIFTS ARE AVAILABLE  ON VARIOUS DAYS  

 

TRAINING AND MATERIALS ARE PROVIDED.   
 

PLEASE CALL:  262-6535 TO VOLUNTEER  
 

I AM RESPONSIBLE. .. When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of 
A.A. always to be there.  And for that: I am responsible.  

 

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 
 

TO ANSWER THE AA PHONE AFTER OFFICE HOURS ! 
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Recovery:  

Step Five  
ñWere entirely ready to have god 

remove all these defects of 
 character.ò 

Unity:  

Tradition Five  
ñAn AA group ought never endorse, fi-
nance, or lend the AA name to any related 

facility or outside enterprise, lest problems 

of money, property, and prestige divert us 

from our primary purpose.ò 

Service:  

Concept Five  
ñOn behalf of AA as a whole, our General Service 
Conference has the principal responsibility for the 

maintenance of our world services, and it traditional-

ly has the final decision respecting large matters of 

general policy and finance. But the Conference also 

recognizes that the chief initiative and the active 

responsibility in most of these matters should be 

exercised primarily by the trustee members of the 

Conference when they act among themselves as the 

General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous.ò 

TRADITIONS CHECKLIST 

from the A.A. Grapevine 

These questions were originally published in the AA Grapevine in 

conjunction with a series on the Twelve Traditions that began in 

November 1969 and ran through September 1971. While they were 
originally intended primarily for individual use, many AA groups have 
since used them as a basis for wider discussion. 

Practice These Principlesé. 
1.   Should my fellow group members and I go out and raise money to   
       endow several AA beds in our local hospital?   
 
2. Is it good for a group to lease a small building?  
  
3.   Are all the officers and members of our local club for AAs familiar  
       with ñGuidelines on Clubsò (which is available free from GSO)?  
  
4.  Should the secretary of our group serve on the mayorôs advisory   committee on 
alcoholism? 

 
5. Some alcoholics will stay around AA only if we have a TV and card room. If this is 

AA IN BUSINESS... 
It occurred to us that we could take what we had into the factories and cause laborers 

and capitalists to love each other. Our uncompromising honesty might soon clean up 

politics. With one arm around the shoulder of religion and the other around the shoul-

der of medicine, we'd resolve their differences. Having learned to live so happily, we'd 

show everybody else how. Why, we thought, our society of Alcoholics Anonymous might 

prove to be the spearhead of a new spiritual advance! We might transform the world. 

Yes, we of AA did dream those dreams. How natural that 

was, since most alcoholics are bankrupt idealists. Nearly 

every one of us had wished to do great good, perform great 

deeds, and embody great Ideals. We are all perfectionists 

who, failing perfection, have gone to the other extreme and 

settled for the bottle and the blackout. Providence, 

through AA, had brought us within reach of our highest ex-

pectations. So why shouldn't we share our way of life with 

everyone? 

Whereupon we tried AA hospitals. . .they all bogged down because you cannot put an 

AA group into business; too many busybody cooks spoil the broth. AA groups had their 

fling at education, and when they began to publicly whoop up the merits of this or that 

brand, people became confused. Did AA fix drunks or was it an educational project? 

Was AA spiritual or was it medical? Was it a reform movement? In consternation, we 

saw ourselves getting married to all kinds of enterprise, some good and some not so 

good. Watching alcoholics committed willy-nilly to prisons or asylums, we began to cry, 

"There oughtta be a law!" AAs commenced to thump tables in legislative committee-

rooms and agitated for legal reform. That made good newspaper copy, but little else. 

We saw we'd soon be mired in politics. Even inside AA we found it imperative to remove 

the AA name from clubs and Twelfth Step Houses. 

These adventures implanted a deep-rooted conviction that in no circumstances could 

we endorse any related enterprise, no matter how good. We of Alcoholics Anonymous 

could not be all things to all men, nor should we try. 

Bill W.  

AA Grapevine, Inc., October, 1952 



Treatment   
 

DAVID LAWRENCE CENTER   
Daily, except Wednesdays & Sunday 

7:00 p.m.   
Noel R.,  

npnromer@aol.com    
         
 

NAPLES COMMUNITY  
HOSPITAL 

   Daily at 7:00 p.m., 4th Floor 
Jim P. 572-2075 

jimparadis.sr@gmail.com 
 
 

 WILLOUGH  
Sunday and Thursday 

7:30 -  8:30 p.m. 
J.C., 253-3602 

Monday 
Ken C. 

kenknauf@comcast.net 
 
 

HAZELDEN  
Monday, 7:00pm 
Tom H ., 777-1430 

tomhigh@me.com 
 
 

 BRIDGING THE GAP 
Open 

 
 
 
      

District 20 
(Collier County, the portion of Monroe Coun-

ty bordered by Collier and Miami-Dade 

Counties, and the portion of Hendry County 

below the northernmost boundary of Collier 

County.) 

 

  District 20 Officers  
 

Chairman: John F., 450-1044 
chair@district20aa.org 

 
Alt. Chair: Steve K., 430-9110 

altchair@district20aa.org 
 

Treasurer:  Holly M., 293-3226 
treasurer@district20aa.org 

 
 

Registrar: Michele B., 692-1617 
registrar@district520aa.org 

 
Secretary: Mary B., 777-8066 
secretary@district20aa.org 

 
Service Committees: 

 
Treatment  

Mike B., 465-7823 
Business meeting the first  
Thursday of each month at  

7 p.m. , 24 Hour Club (couch room) 
 

Corrections  
Tim S., 440-477-5780  

Business meeting the second 
Tuesday of each month at  
5:30 p.m., 24 Hour Club 

 
 Public Information/CPC  

Bill S., 249-0523 
Business meeting to be 

determined 
 

Grapevine 
Mary B., 777-8066 

Business meeting the third 
Tuesday of each month at 

5:30p.m., 24 Hour Club 
 
 

 Archives 
Open 

 
 

Literature 
Guy R., 825-1234 

Business Meeting to be 
determined 

 
 

Special Needs  
Bill M., 338-8314 

Business Meeting first Saturday of 
each month at 7pm, ALANO Club, 

Marco 
 

Current Practices 
Open 

 
District 20 Website 
Gary G., 877-6747 

 

The Courier is published monthly by the Naples 

Area Intergroup of Alcoholic Anonymous with 

an office located at 1509 Pine Ridge Road, Unit 

B, Naples, Fl 34109-2198.   This publication is 

by, for, and about the Fellowship of AA.  Opin-

ions expressed herein are not to be attributed to 

AA as a whole, nor does publication of infor-

mation imply any endorsement by either Alcohol-

ics Anonymous or The Naples Area Intergroup.  

Quotations and artwork from AA literature are 

reprinted with permission from AA World Ser-

vice, Inc., and/or The AA Grapevine, Inc..   

Contributions from our readers are 

 encouraged. 

Submissions are edited for space and clarity only. 

 Contact information is required and anonymity is 

respected. 

2015  
Trusted Servants  

 
Chair:  

Ralph W., 898 -0455  
 ralphwesling@yahoo.com 

 
  Vice Chair:  

Gary G., 877-6747  
gary@gggmarketing.com  

 
Secretary:  

Jessica W., 450 -8281 
Jessica.whiffen@yahoo.com  

 
Treasurer:  

 Ken H., 963-7820  
kenahelton@gmail.com 

 
Past Chair:  

 Peter F. 877 -7450  
pflemin1@aol.com 

 
 Members at Large:  

Bill O., 293 -3946  
billroneill@gmail.com  

 
John W., 607 -349 -0824  

johnwhiting6067@gmail.com  
 

Peggy E., 269-7651 
marcoangel2000@gmail.com 

 

www 

Mary B., 777 -8066  

mbrown8869@earthlink.net  

  

Office Manager:   

Bill S., 249 -0523 (cell)  

1509 Pine Ridge Rd., Unit B 

Naples, Florida 34109 -2198 

naplesintergroup@yahoo.com 

Phone (239) 262 -6535  

Fax (239) 262 -0560  

www.aanaples.org 

 
Office Hours:  

Mon.  7am to 4pm 
Tue.   9am to 7pm  
Wed.   9am to 4pm  
Thu.  9am to 4pm  
Fri.   9am to 7pm  
Sat.   9am to 4pm  

Sun.   CLOSED 
 
 

Office Volunteers:  
 

Tom H., Kevin O. 
, Deb L., 

 Terry O., Caroline R.,  
 Bernadette T., Ivan  B.,  
Sara Jane O., Matt V.,  
Mary Pat B.., Judy W.  

 

...and loyal Substitutes  

 

  

Naples Intergroup  
Business Meeting:  

First Wednesday of the  
Month  7pm  

Crossroads Community Church 
1055 Pine Ridge Road 

Page 3                                                                  June, 2015                                                          The COURIER 

Area 15;  Panel 62 
( S outh Florida, Bahamas, US  and British Virgin 

Islands, Antigua,  

St. Maarten, and Cayman Islands )  

 
Delegate: Graham G 

305-775-8748 

delegate@area15aa.org 
 

Alt. Delegate: Annie C.,  
772-299-3051 

altdelegate@area15aa.org 
 

Chair: Shirley P. 
chair@area15aa.org 

 

Treasurer:  Dutch V., 
PO Box 690275 

Vero Beach, Fl 32969-0275 
treasurer@area15aa.org 

 

Registrar:  Cary W. 
registrar@area15aa.org 

 

Secretary: Tom W., Jr. 
secretary@area15aa.org 

 
 

 
 

              District 20 
Business Meeting: 

Last Wednesday of the 

 Month  7pm 

 Crossroads Community 

Church 

1055 Pine Ridge Road 

( e ast of US 41; on 

 North side )  

Naples  Intergroup/ 
Central Office 

1509 Pine Ridge Rd., 
Unit B 

Naples, Fl., 34109 
(next to 24 Hour 

Club) 
239-262-6535 



Spirituality and Money  
 òWhile the work of the group treasurer often 

involves many details, it is important to remember 

that the money the treasurer   oversees serves a 

spiritual purpose:  it enables each group to fulfill 

its primary purpose of carrying the A.A. message 

to the alcoholic who still suffers.  This is the fun-

damental work of A.A. and to continue it the 

group must keep its doors open.  The group     

treasurer is an important part of this Twelfth 

Step work.ó 
The A.A. Group Treasurer, F - 96,  
Service material prepared by the  

General Service Office  
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Naples Area Intergroup Finances 

Disbursement of a Groupõs Funds 
 òAfter the groupõs basic needs are met, such 
as providing for rent, literature, refreshments, 
and insurance, the group can participate in the 
financial support of the  Fellowship as a whole by 
sending money to various A.A. service entities: 
1) their local Intergroup or Central Office, 2) 
their area and district; and 3) the General Ser-
vice    Office.  Many groups provide financial 
support for their G.S.R.s attending service func-
tions.  These entities use contributions in a num-
ber of ways, always with the aim of carrying the 
A.A. message to the alcoholic who still suffers.ó 
 

          The A.A. Group Treasurer, F - 96,  

SELF-SUPPORT: 
Where Money and Spirituality Mix 
OR...Where To Send Contributions: 

Naples Area Intergroup 

   1509 Pine Ridge Rd., Unit B 

    Naples. FL 34109 

     ( 50%) 

General Service Office 

      P. O. Box 459 

      New York, N. Y. 10163 

      (30%) 

District 20 

  District 20 Treasurer 
  P.O. Box 2896 
  Naples, Fl 34106 
  (10%) 

Area 15 

 Dutch V., Treasurer 
 P.O. Box 690275 
 Vero Beach, Fl 32969-0275 
 (10%) 

Treatment Committee *                   Corrections Committee* 
  Public Information/Cooperation with  

Professional Community Committee* 
 

C/O Naples Area Intergroup 
1509 Pine Ridge Rd  Unit B 

Naples, FL 34109 
 These Committees are NOT funded by Intergroup. They rely on Individual and Group contributions. 

Thank You  May  YTD  

INCOME  $  $  

Interest -    

Lit./Merch.  Sales 4,654 -1% 28,812 +-0 

Group Contributions                            673 -58 7,781 -12 

Anonymous           200  464  

Faithful Fiver 60  305  

Anniversary 42  102  

TOTAL INCOME                  5,629 -18 33,497 -10 

EXPENSES     

Bank SC/CC fees 150    

Seminar/travel   29  

Office Supplies 49  1,878  

Payroll Net 1,150  5,750  

Payroll Tax -  2,693  

Postage 19  94  

Printing -  569  

Purchases, Lit./Mer. 1,820  17,485  

License/permit 15  145  

Rent 500  2,000  

Sales Tax 308  1,339  

Tel/www 155  814  

Utilities    100  541  

Professional Fees     

Office move/improve   1,308  

Contribution (G.S.O.)   600  

Computer maint/rep.   140  

TTL EXPENSES 4,266 +15 36,081 +13 

Net Ordinary Income     

TTL Other Income     

TTL Other Expense     

NET INCOME 1,364  -2,584  

     

     



What are Faithful Fivers? 

They are AA members who pledge at least 

$5.00 each month toward the support of their 

local Central Office to carry the message .                          

This idea is  catching on around the country.  

The plan came about when we remembered 

that many of us had spent far more than $5.00 

on alcohol during our drinking days. 

I want to pledge                             Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

Here is my contribution of $ _ _ _ _ For _ _ _  _  Months. 

 

NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

CITY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ STATE _ _ _ _ _ _ ZIP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

HOME GROUP _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

SOBRIETY DATE:  MONTH _ _ _ _ DATE _ _ _ _ YEAR _ _ _ _ _ 

 

Send to:  Naples Area Intergroup            Please do NOT send cash. 

               1509 Pine Ridge Road, Unit B 

               Naples, FL 34109 

 

Celebrate  your Sobriety  é Join  The Birthday Plan  
For over 30 years, anniversary celebrants have donated $1 or $2 for each year of sobriety, to 
Naples Intergroup and/or The General Service Office .              
The following have contributed:  

Name       Sobriety Date  # years          Home Group 

Paul B.                      03/07/72       43                   Three Legacies 
Rich K.    03/19/88          26               East Trail 
Ron P.    03/29/70        45                  Beach Bums 
Jackie F.   04/25/84          31                       Brown Bag 
Ron L.    07/24/78    36                     Big Book Steppers 
Mary B.    07/22/02    11    Brown Bag 
Chuck W.   08/21/73    41    Brown Bag 
Dennis F.   07/15/84    27    Drake Well, PA 
Tom H.    10/30/02     12    Bonita Awareness 
Mary Alice O.            12/10/80                 34                      (not available)  
Joe B.    04/27/90    20     Free 2 Be 

Don M.                      03/09/80                 34   Bonita Unity 

Tammy W.                 10/12/04    9                        Brown Bag   

Paul L.                       04/08/04                  9                        We Care Bonita 

Bill S.                         01/11/02                13                       Burning Desire   

Heather W.                03/22/00                15                        Naples Group 

Peter F.                      03/01/95                20                        Early Risers 

Nancy C.                    06/10/77                35                        Brown Bag 

Katie M .                    05/29/99                15                        Brown Bag    

Steve K.                     07/29/92   22                       Primary Purpose 

Steve L.                      08/28/93                21                        Early Reflections 

Pam W.                      08/16/88                25                        Brown Bag          

Noel R.                       06/14/10                 3                         Three Legacies 

Karen B.                     02/11/09                5                         Brown Bag 

Bruce Z.                     06/12/91                23                        Easy Does It 

Betsy                          06/16/03   11 Primary Purpose 

Maja                           09/09/84                30                       Thursday New Women 

Cindy P.                      08/17/94                20                       We Care Bonita 

J.R.T.                          11/25/90                 24                       Sable Palm, Fl. 

Sandy K.                    12/02/02                 12                       Big Book Step 

 

 

If you see an error or omission, please call the Editor at 239-262-6535       

F A I T H F U L  F I V E R S  
WELCOME KAREN B. (04/16) , Ron L .(07(/15) , Chuck W. (03/16 ,  CINDY P. (07/14) , Steve D. (01/14)  

Tom H., (05/12) , Bill S., (01/16),  MARY B.,  (01/14)  

  LEO C., (03/15,     Tammy w. (10/14 ),   Bruce Mc A . (05/12),  

 Paul B. (04/15, Schooly (07/12) , Theresa R. Monthly,  Jeffrey S. Monthly, NOEL R. (01/14)  
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OURS N OT  TO  JUDGE  
The first edition of the book Alcoholics Anonymous makes this 

brief statement about membership: "The only requirement for 

membership is an honest desire to stop drinking. We are not 

allied with any particular faith, sect or denomination nor do we 

oppose anyone. We simply wish to be helpful to those who are 

afflicted." This expressed our 

feeling as of 1939, the year 

our book was published. 

Since that day all kinds of experi-

ments with mem- bership have 

been tried. The number of mem-

bership rules which have been 

made (and most- ly broken!) are 

legion. Two or three years ago the Central Office asked the 

groups to list their membership rules and send them in. After 

they arrived we set them all down. They took a great many 

sheets of paper. A little reflection upon these many rules 

brought us to an astonishing conclusion. If all of these edicts 

had been in force everywhere at once it would have been practi-

cally impossible for any alcoholic to have ever joined Alcoholics 

Anonymous. About nine-tenths of our oldest and best members 

could never have got by! 

Who'd Have Lasted? 
In some cases we would have been too discouraged by the de-

mands made upon us. Most of the early members of A.A. would 

have been thrown out because they slipped too much, because 

their morals were too bad, because they had mental as well as 

alcoholic difficulties. Or, believe it or not, because they did not 

come from the so-called better classes of society. We oldsters 

could have been excluded for our failure to read the book Alco-

holics Anonymous or the refusal of our sponsor to vouch for us 

as a candidate. And so on ad infinitum. The way our "worthy" 

alcoholics have sometime tried to judge the "less worthy" is, as 

we look back on it, rather comical. Imagine, if you can, one alco-

holic judging another! 

At one time or another most A.A. Groups go on rule-making 

benders. Naturally enough, too, as a Group commences to grow 

rapidly it is confronted with many alarming problems. Panhan-

dlers begin to pan-handle. Members get drunk and sometimes 

get others drunk with them. Those with mental difficulties throw 

depressions or break out into paranoid denunciations of fellow 

members. Gossips gossip, and righteously denounce the local 

Wolves and Red Riding Hoods. Newcomers argue that they 

aren't alcoholics at all, but keep coming around anyway. 

"Slipees" trade on the fair name of A.A., in order to get them-

selves jobs. Others refuse to accept all the 12 Steps of the Re-

covery Program. Some go still further, saying that, the "God busi-

ness" is bunk and quite unnecessary. Under these conditions 

our conservative program-abiding members get scared. These 

appalling conditions must be controlled, they think. Else A.A. will 

surely go to rack and ruin. They view with alarm for the good of 

the Movement! 

At this point the Group enters the rule and regulation phase. 

Charters, by-laws and membership rules are excitedly passed 

and authority is granted committees to filter out undesirables 

and discipline the evil doers. Then the Group Elders, now 

clothed with authority, commence to get busy. Recalcitrants are 

cast into the outer darkness, respectable busybodies throw 

stones at the sinners. As for the so-called sinners, they either 

insist on staying around, or else they form a new Group of their 

own. Or maybe they join a more congenial and less intolerant 

crowd in their neighborhood. The Elders soon discover that the 

rules and regulations aren't working very well. Most attempts at 

enforcement generate such waves of dissension and intoler-

ance in the Group that this condition is presently recognized to 

be worse for the Group life than the very worst that the worst 

ever did. 

After a time fear and intolerance subside. The Group survives 

unscathed. Everybody has learned a great deal. So it is, that 

few of us are any longer afraid of what any newcomer can do to 

our A.A. reputation or effectiveness. Those who slip, those who 

pan-handle, those who scandalize, those with mental twists, 

those who rebel at the program, those who trade on the A.A. 

reputation --all such persons seldom harm an A.A. Group for 

long. Some of these have become our most respected and best 

loved. Some have remained to try our patience, sober neverthe-

less. Others have drifted away. We have begun to regard these 

ones not as menaces, but rather as our teachers. They oblige 

us to cultivate patience, tolerance and humility. We finally see 

that they are only people sicker than the rest of us, that we who 

condemn them are the Pharisees whose false righteousness 

does our Group the deeper spiritual damage. 

Ours Not to Judge 
Every older A.A. shudders when he remembers the names of 

persons he once condemned; people he confidently predicted 

would never sober up; persons he was sure ought to be thrown 

out of A.A. for the good of the movement. Now that some of 

these very persons have been sober for years, and may be 

numbered among his best friends, the oldtimer thinks to him-

self "What if everybody had judged these people as I once did? 

What if A.A. had slammed its door in their faces? Where would 

they be now?" 

That is why we all judge the newcomer less and less. If alcohol 

is an uncontrollable problem to him and he wishes to do some-

thing about it, that is enough for us. We care not whether his 

case is severe or light, whether his morals are good or bad, 

whether he has other complications or not. Our A.A. door stands 

wide open, and if he passes through it and commences to do 

anything at all about his problem, he is considered a member of 

Alcoholics Anonymous. He signs nothing, agrees to nothing, 

promises nothing. We demand nothing. He joins us on his own 

say so. Nowadays, in most Groups, he doesn't even have to 

admit he is an alcoholic. He can join A.A. on the mere suspicion 

that he may be one, that he may already show the fatal symp-

toms of our malady. 

Of course this is not the universal state of affairs throughout 

A.A. Membership rules still  
Continued on page 11 



GROUP CONTRIBUTIONS  
Group Contributions are thru date of Courier printing  

Please call the Central Office if there are errors or omissions  

GROUP                                            May                           YTD 

Aprendiendo A Vivre ............................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Banyan Primary Purpose ........................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Beach Bums ............................................. 0 ................................. 250 

Big Book Comes Alive ............................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Big Book Steppers, Bonita ..................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Big Book Steppers, Naples..................... 0 ................................... 13  

Big Book Study ........................................ 0ééééééééé..   0           

Big Chunks of Truth  ............................... 0 ................................      0  

Bikers In Sobriety .................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Awareness.................................... 0 ....................................  0            

Bonita Banyan   ........................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Friday Night.................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Wed. Beginners ........................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Happy Hour .................................. 0 ................................. 514 

Bonita Men ............................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Remain Teachable ....................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Saturday Night Discussion ........ 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Springs Morning .......................... 0 ................................. 492 

Bonita Womenõs Step .............................. 0 ................................. 463 

Bonita Unity .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Bonita Women .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Brown Bag ................................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Burning Desire ......................................... 0 ................................. 200 

Cake Meeting ............................................ 0 ................................... 90 

Came to Believe ....................................... 0 ................................... 52 

Candlelight ............................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Common Solutions .................................. 0 ................................. 150 

Early Reflections...................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Early Riser ................................................ 0 ................................. 973 

East Trail  .................................................. 0 ................................. 100 

Easy Does It  ............................................ 0 ................................. 300 

First 2 Third .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Footprints in the Sand, Bonita ............... 0 ..................................... 0 

Free 2 Be ................................................... 0 ................................... 80 

Friday Noon Big Book ............................. 0 ................................... 27 

Friday Night .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Gator Group ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Girlfriends ................................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Golden Gate ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Good Orderly Direction ........................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Gratitude Hour ......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Grupo Nuevo Vida ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Happy Hour, Naples................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Hope Group .............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Keep It Positive ........................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Keep It Simple .......................................... 0 ................................. 276 

Ladies Night, Bonita ................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Live and Let Live...................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Living Sober,  Naples .............................. 0 ................................... 20 

Men Of Naples .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Menõs Crossroads.................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Menõs Meeting, Marco ............................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Menõs Step ................................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Monday Menõs Step ................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

GROUP                                          May                           YTD                                         

Monday Night ........................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Morning Reflections ................................ 0 ................................... 44 

Mustard Seed ........................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Mystery Group ......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Naples Group ....................................... 400 ................................. 400 

Naples Men's ............................................ 0 ................................. 150 

Naples South .......................................... 40 ................................. 211 

Naples Young People .............................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Newcomers Coming Together ............... 0 ..................................... 0 

New Dawn ................................................. 0 .............................. 1,000 

New Saturday Nite Live ..........................  0 ..................................... 0 

New Serenity ............................................ 0 ................................... 50 

New Women (Thursday Noon) ............... 0 ..................................... 0 

Newcomers ............................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

No Compromise ....................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Not  A Glum Lot ....................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Nueva Vida ............................................... 0 ................................... 90 

Nuts & Bolts ............................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Oaks Group ............................................ 25 ................................. 100 

Old Timers ................................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

One Day At A Time, Bonita ..................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Out to Lunch Bunch ................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Good Orderly Direction ........................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Pay It Forward .......................................... 0 ................................. 350 

Pine Ridge Group .................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Primary Purpose Marco .......................... 0 ................................. 350 

Program Of Action ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Saturday Morning Girlfriends ................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Saturday Night Armageddon .................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Saturday Nite Live ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Sisters In Sobriety ................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Small Beginnings .................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Step By Step ........................................... 83 ................................... 83 

Still Living Sober ..................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Students of the Steps .............................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunday Morning....................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunday Night Speakers .......................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunlight Of the Spirit, Bonita ................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Sunset Serenity........................................ 0 ..................................... 0  

Survivorõs ................................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Swamp Group .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Tables of Naples ...................................... 0 ................................. 564 

There Is a Solution .................................. 0 ..................................... 0 

Third Tradition ......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Three Legacies......................................... 5 ..................................... 5 

Thursday Womenõs Group ..................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Unity Step ................................................. 0 ................................... 85 

Veranda ..................................................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Walk The Steps With Women ................. 0 ..................................... 0 

We Care ................................................ 125 ................................. 188 

Where Are We .......................................... 0 ................................... 69 

Womenõs Big Book Study ....................... 0 ..................................... 0 

Womenõs Grace........................................ 0 ..................................... 0 

Womenõs Step .......................................... 0 ..................................... 0 
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A.A.õs International Convention In Atlanta  
80 years 

Happy, Joyous and Free 
July 2- 5, 2015 

Registration Forms available at Central Office 

On Line Registration  at www.aa.org 

 

 

 

Want to ride to Atlanta on the BOZO Bus? 
Plans are being made to hire a bozo bus to  take us to and from Atlanta July 2-5, 2015. 

Departing Walmart (Collier Blvd/I 75) Thursday, July 2, 12:01 am (midnight); Departing Atlanta Sunday, July 5, 2:30pm 
The cost has been estimated to be $125. If interested, call Peggy E.,  269-7651; marcoangel2000@gmail.com or  

The AA Office, 262-6535 and give your name and contact information.   

  
BOZO BUS Naples to Atlanta   one mile at a time! 

BE SURE TO VISIT  

FLORIDA  Hospitality suite  

co-hosted by Area 14 & 15  

Where:  Chestnut Suite at the Omni Hotel  

When:  July 2, 2015  -  10am to 6pm  

(Open meeting at 5pm)  

July 3 & 4, 2015  -  9am to 5pm  

Have your photo taken with Bill W. & Dr. Bob!  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
WWW.AANORTHFLORIDA.ORG OR  

WWW.AREA15AA.ORG  
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      VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR            
     2015 International Convention  
          Of Alcoholics Anonymous  
          http://aa80.volunteerhub.com/signin.aspx 
!Φ!Φϯ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƴƎ ǘǊŀŶŎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀũ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōƻƻǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻƳ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƴŀǝǾŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 5ƻƳŜ IƻǎǘǎΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƳŜ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƅŀƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ όƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƅŀƎ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎύ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ϦǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅϦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ bŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ±Lt ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ DǳŜǎǘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎκ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀŶƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ
ǘŜŜǊ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ όƴƻƴ-!! ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘǎύ ŀǎ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ IƻǘŜƭ [ƻōōȅ DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀũ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƭƻōōƛŜǎ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƪŜȅ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴ 
ƘƻǘŜƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǝƭ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ aŀǊŀǘƘƻƴ aŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊŀǘƘƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴπ
ƛƴƎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀũ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ 
ōŀŘƎŜ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜ-ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀũ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ ! ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŬǊƳ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ-ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀŎƪπ
ŜǘǎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ {ƘǳǧƭŜ .ǳǎ DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴŜŘ ŀǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǎƘǳǧƭŜ ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘǊƻǇ-ƻũ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪ-ǳǇ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǇŜŀƪ 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƭƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ 
ƘƻǘŜƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 5ƻƳŜΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ {ƛŘŜǿŀƭƪ DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŎƻǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǎǘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǳǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǳƴǝƭ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ bŜŜŘǎκ!ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳπ
ŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƘŜƭǇΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ 5ƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
.ƛƎ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ aŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ ¢ƻǇƛŎ aŜŜǝƴƎ DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Řŀȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ Iǳō DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎ ŘŜǇƻǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘŜǎǝƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ 

¶ !Φ!Φϯ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ YƛŎƪ-hũ aŜŜǝƴƎ ϧ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΥ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜǘ-ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмр 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Iƻǎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛŎƪ-hũ aŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ-ǳǇ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǳōŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ 
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Grapevine 
June, 1944... The Start of Our ęMeeting In PrintĚ 

The Grapevine was created by six AA members in the New York area ñ four women and two men. With the blessings of AA's co-

founder Bill W., they published the first issue in June 1944, just nine years after the founding of AA. A copy of that first issue was 

sent to every AA group ñ about 300 at the time ñ and to all known AA members in the armed services overseas. An entire page 

with the heading, "Mail Call for All AAs in the Armed Forces," was devoted to letters from these 

members, who began calling the Grapevine their "meeting in print." The title stuck, and today the 

Grapevine and La Viña carry it on their covers. 

At the heart of the early Grapevines, then as now, were first-person stories. There were also news 

and notes on current happenings at the Cen- tral Office, plus reports of the explosion of new groups 

in North America and around the world. In ad- dition to AA news, there were book reviews and maga-

zine reprints and pieces written by nonAAs, including some well-known literary figures. Discussed 

were such burning topics of the day as the place of women in AA, returning veterans, and cross-

addiction. 

The Grapevine was in fact appealing to "alcoholics everywhere" and in 1945, at the request of 

the groups, it became the national journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. Four years later, when the 

Grapevine's readership had expanded to in- clude members in Canada and Europe, the designation 

was changed to the international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Later issues of the Grapevine reported on important developments in the growth of the Fellowship, worldwide, such as the birth 

of the General Service Structure, World Service Meetings, and the publication of the Third and Fourth editions of the Big Book. 

The history of the Grapevine is the history of the growth of Alcoholics Anonymous. In 1986, the General Service Conference reaf-

Continued from page 7     

thought today. We do not wish to deny anyone his chance to recover from alcoholism. We wish to be just as inclusive as we can, 

never exclusive. 

Perhaps this trend signifies something much deeper than a mere change of attitude on the question of membership. Perhaps it 

means that we are losing all fear of those violent emotional storms which sometimes cross our alcoholic world; perhaps it be-

speaks our confidence that every storm will be followed by a calm; a calm which is more understanding, more compassionate, 

more tolerant than any we ever knew before.                                                                 Bill W., The AA Grapevine, Inc., August. 1946 

F R O M  T H E  JU L Y  1 9 4 4  GR A P E V I N E  

During nine years in AA I have observed that those who follow 

the Alcoholics Anonymous program with the greatest earnest-

ness and zeal, not only maintain sobriety, but often acquire 

finer characteristics and attitudes as well. One of these is tol-

erance. Tolerance expresses itself in a variety of ways: in kind-

ness and consideration toward the man or woman who is just 

beginning the march along the spiritual path; in the under-

standing of those who perhaps have been less fortunate in 

educational advantages, and in sympathy toward those whose 

religious ideas may to be at great variance with our own. I am 

reminded in this connection of the picture of a hub with its 

radiating spokes. We all start at the outer circumference and 

approach our destination by one of many routes.  

To say that one spoke is much better than all the other spokes 

is true only in the sense of its being best suited to you as an 

individual. Human nature is such that without some degree of 

tolerance, each One of us might be inclined to believe that we 

have found the best or perhaps the shortest spoke. Without 

some tolerance we might tend to become a bit smug or superi-

or--which of course is not helpful to the person we are trying to 

help, and may be quite or obnoxious to others. No one of us 

wishes to do anything which might act as a deterrent to the ad-

vancement of another--and a patronizing attitude can readily 

slow up this process. 

Tolerance furnishes, as a by-product, a greater freedom from 

the tendency to cling to preconceived ideas and stubbornly ad-

hered-to opinions. In other words it often promotes an open-

mindedness which is vastly important--in fact a prerequisite to 

the successful termination of any line of search, whether it be 

scientific or spiritual. 

These, then, are a few of the reasons why an attempt to acquire 

tolerance should be made by each one of us. 

Dr. Bob Smith, Akron, OH 

The AA Grapevine, Inc., August, 1946 



Page 11                                                                    June, 2015                                                          The COURIER    

Service Keeps Helps Us Sober 
Ever wonder what all the AA Service Committees do? 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
Like any other AA service, the primary purpose of those involved in archival work is to carry the 

message of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Archives service work is more than mere custodial activity; 

it is the means by which we collect, preserve, and share the rich and meaningful heritage of our 

Fellowship.  It is by the collection and sharing of these important historical elements that our 

collective gratitude for Alcoholics Anonymous is deepened. Naples Archive Committee 

needs a Chair.   
 
 
CORRECTIONS COMMITTEE 

The purpose of the Corrections committee is to coordinate the work of individual AA mem-

bers and groups who are interested in carrying our message of recovery to alcoholics be-

hind the walls, and to set up means of smoothing the way from the facility to the larger AA 

community through prerelease contact.  The Corrections Committee is Chaired by Tim S., 

440 -477 -5780  

 

LITERATURE COMMITTEE 
The focus of the Literature committee is to assure that AA literature is available for AA 

groups, service meetings, and other AA events.  Through displays, supplies of AA cata-

logs and order forms, and AA literature workshops this committee helps AA members 

carry the AA message through literature. The Literature Committee is Chaired by Guy 

R., 825-1234  

 
PUBLIC INFORMATION/COOPERATION WITH THE PROFESSIONAL  
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
Members of this committee convey AA information to the general public, including the 

media.  They inform professionals and future professionals about AAñwhat we are, 

where we are, what we can do, and what we cannot do. They attempt to establish better 

communication between AAs and professionals, and to find simple, effective ways of co-

operating without affiliating.  The PI/CPC Committee is Chaired by Bill S., 249-0523  

 

SPECIAL NEEDS-ACCESSIBILITIES COMMITTEE 
This committee assists AA members who have a variety of challenges to accessing 

the AA message in AA meetings, Twelve Step work and other AA service.  The Special 

Needs Committee is Chaired by Bill M., 338-8314  

 

TREATMENT COMMITTEE 
While AA is not affiliated with any form of alcoholic treatment, AA Treatment committees 

are essential in carrying the AA message to treatment facilities where the suffering alco-

holic may be introduced to AA for the first time.  The Treatment Committee is Chaired by 

Mike B., 465-7823  

 
Detailed information about all AA Committees is available through A.A. Guidelines, published by 

G.S.O.  Copies are available at the Naples Central Office, 1509 Pine Ridge Road, Naples, Fl. 

34109; (239) 262 -6525  


