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{ǘŜǇ ǘǿƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ōǳǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊƛŘŘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΤ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ L ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ōǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŎǳǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ 

ǊŜƧŜŎǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜƛƴπǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 

!Φ!Φ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǩƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ŜǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

!Φ!Φ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǧŜƴŘǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜπ

ŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜκǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ŀōǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀōǎǝƴŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎΤ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ! ƭƛŦŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ όǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎύ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǳǎ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜǊǎ όŀŎǝƻƴǎύ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ Ŧŀǳƭǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƪπ

ƛƴƎΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƛƴ !Φ!Φ ǎŜǘǎ ǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǝǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦ Lƴ ǝƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ǎƛƳǇƭƛπ

Ŧȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ ²Ŝ 

ƻƊŜƴ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŀƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǎ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ L ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿŜƴǝŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ WƻƴŜǎΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻũ ƻƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘΦ ό! ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜύ L ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎŜǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ 

ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭŜƊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ {ƻƻƴ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ƘƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŜũƻǊǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǳǎƘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ 

ǘƻ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘΦ ¢ƻ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΦ Lƴ !Φ!Φ 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ 

Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΦ LŦΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎŜŜŘǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀŘŘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ LŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ ǿŜ ŬƴŘ ŀƴ ǳƴǎŜƭŬǎƘ 

ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ Ƙƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƭƻǿ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ŘŜŘƛπ

ŎŀǘŜŘ ǿŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǳƴǝƭ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŀǝŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊǳƴŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ 

ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ǿŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΦ !ǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ έLŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ 

ōŜǧŜǊ ƎǊŀō ŀ ƘƻŜέΦ                                                                                                                                                                          wƛŎƘ wΦΣ bŀǇƭŜǎΣ C[ 
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STEP TWO: Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 

TRADITION TWO: For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority ð a loving God as he may express Himself in our 

group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.  

TRADITION TWO:  (Long Form)  For our group purposes there is but one ultimate authorityña loving God as He may 
express Himself in our group conscience. 
 
Noticed?  Tradition Twoõs long form is shorter than the short form!  Go figure... 

CONCEPT TWO: When, in 1955, the AA groups confirmed the permanent charter for their General Service Conference, they 

thereby delegated to the Conference complete authority for the active maintenance of our world services and thereby made the Conference -

- excepting for any change in the Twelve Traditions or in Article 12 of the Conference Charter -- the actual voice and the effective con-

science for our whole Society.  

2nd Step Prayer:   Heavenly Father, I know in my heart that only You can restore me to sanity. I 
humbly ask that You remove all twisted thought and addictive behavior from me this day. Heal my 
spirit and restore in me a clear mind. 

 

 

 

 

This is a Checklist for Tradition Two. Reprinted with permission from Service 

Material from the General Service Office  

1. Do I criticize or do I trust and support my group officers, AA committees, and office workers? Newcomers?  

 Old-timers?  

2. Am I absolutely trustworthy, even in secret, with AA Twelfth Step jobs or other AA responsibility?  

3. Do I look for credit in my AA jobs? Praise for my AA ideas?  

4. Do I have to save face in group discussion, or can I yield in good spirit to the group conscience and work cheer

 fully along with it?  

5. Although I have been sober a few years, am I still willing to serve my turn at AA chores?  

6. In group discussions, do I sound off about matters on which I have no experience and little knowledge?  

¢w!5L¢Lhb{τ/I9/Y[L{¢ 
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CONCEPT TWOñGENERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE  
BECOMES THE ACTUAL VOICE OF AA  
 

Alcoholics Anonymous for the AA member's recovery has been and will always be about shared experience. Bill 
W., our Co-Founder, had almost singlehandedly written most of our earlier writings based on his and the early 
Groups shared experience. Many AA members have confided with me that they 
wanted to see more of Dr. Bob's writings and quotes but he decided to delegate that 
authority to Bill and unfortunately he be- came ill in the late 1940's and lost his wife 
Ann in 1949. Dr. Bob passed away in 1950.  

In 1937, the New York and Akron Groups authorized Bill and Dr. Bob to cre-
ate over-all services which could spread the AA message worldwide. On their own 
however, they could do very little. Dr. Bob was trying to rebuild his practice in 
Akron and Bill was employed part time. They realized that they would have to find 
trusted servants and delegate to them their own responsibilities and authority. Dr. 
Bob also gave Bill the lion's share of the responsibility and it was decided that New 
York City was to be our Headquarters. In 1938 Bill formed a small Trusteeship of AA 
members and non-alcoholic friends and they called it the Alcoholic Foundation. In 
1954, the name was changed from the Alcoholic Foundation to the General Ser-
vice Board.  

Over time the Trustees constantly looked to the Co-Founders for advice and guidance 
and the Groups continued to hold them accountable. It became evident that the leadership in AA should be trans-
ferred to AA Groups as a whole. The experiment was formed to create a General Service Conference. This was 
met with fierce resentment by a few of the non-alcoholic Trustees.  

The United States and Canada would be split up into portions that would be called Delegate Areas and the General 
Service Representatives would elect a Delegate every two years. The first General Service Conference was held in 
1951. Bill D (AA #3) was the first Northern Ohio Delegate. He was assigned to the Budget Committee and today 
it is referred to as the Finance Committee.  

The Conference would (and still does) take place in New York every April. The 93 Delegates meet with the Gen-
eral Service Board Trustees and Staff workers from the General Service Office. They are joined by Staff workers 
from the AA Grapevine and certain other service workers. The Delegates make up a 2/3 majority of voting mem-
bers when motions are voted on. This year 2018, will mark the 68th General Service Conference, since that first 
experiment that took place in Cleveland in 1951. 

 

Look back and be grateful.                                

 Look ahead and be hopeful.  

  Look around and be helpful.  
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Lights, Action, God and You 

If you canõt see the light 
At the end of the tunnel. 
Perhaps you are faced the wrong way; 
A turn to the left or a turn to the right 
And maybe youõll see it, O.K.? 
 
You can also just askéóPlease help, God,ó will doé 
And let what will happen just do. 
Whatever it is, you can handle the bizé 
Youõve got god standing there now with you! 

                                                         Jim C. 
 

GOING to MEETINGS   

I am still amazed, after years of recovering, at how 
easily I can begin to talk myself out of attending 
meetings.  I am also still amazed at how good I feel 
when I go. 
  
We don't have to stay stuck 
in our misery and discom-
fort.   An imme- diate option is 
available that will help us 
feel better:  go to a meeting, a 
Twelve Step s u p p o r t 
group. 
 
Why resist what can help us feel better?  Why sit 
in our obsession or depression when attending a 
meeting - even if that means an extra meeting - 
would help us feel better? 
 
Too busy? 
 
There are 168 hours in each week.  Taking 1  or 2 
hours a week for a meeting can maximize the po-
tential of the remaining 166 hours.  If we get into 
our "codependent stuff," we can easily spend a 
majority of our waking hours obsession, sitting and 
doing nothing, lying in bed and feeling depressed, 
or chasing after other people's needs.  Not taking 
those 2 hours for a meeting can cause us to waste 
the remaining hours.  
Too tired?  
 
There is nothing as invigorating as getting back 
on track.  Going to a meeting can accomplish that. 
 
Today, I will remember that going to 
meetings helps. 
  

God As We Understand Him 
 
Man, himself, is insufficient 
And needs God or heõs aloneé 
And then he builds himself religion 
To claim God as his own. 
 
We give each the right to his own God; 
I have mineé He helps me soé 
And He is the one who keeps me honesté 
Thatõs what I know that I know. 
                                                                                                                              

             Jim C. 
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²9 ¢I9 t9ht[9Σ ǘƘŜ DŀōǊƛŜƭ IŜŀǧŜǊ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ 
нрΣ мфофΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нрΣ мфоф Ϧ²Ŝ ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜϦ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭ 
IŜŀǧŜǊϥǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘǳƴŜŘ ƛƴ ōȅ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ aƻǊƎŀƴ wΦΣ ǘƘŜ !! 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ 
ǎŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōƻƻƪΣ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΦ 
Iƻǿ aƻǊƎŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘŀƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǝƴƎ ōƻƻƪ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Φ!Φ²Φ{Φ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 
!ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ /ƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ !ƎŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜǎ мтп-мтрΦ Cƻƭπ
ƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΥ 
 
I9!¢¢9wΥ 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƳŜ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƎǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘǊŀƳŀǝŎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ LϥǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ LϥƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ 
Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅΦ .ǳǘ ŀƊŜǊ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ [ƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻŦ Ϧ²Ŝ ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜϦ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǝƳŜ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ²9 ¢I9 t9ht[9 ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ !ƭπ
ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎƛǊΦ 
 
!bhb¸ah¦{ D¦9{¢Υ 
{ƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƎƻ L Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǎŀƴŜ ŀǎȅƭǳƳΦ LϥŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L 
ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ нлΣллл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ L ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǿŜƭƭ ƎƛǊƭ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎƻƴΦ .ǳǘ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ - L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄΦ hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇΦ 
L ŘƛŘƴϥǘΦ  !ƴŘ ǇǊŜǧȅ ǎƻƻƴ - L ŘǊŀƴƪ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƧƻōΦ L 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ LϥŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŜƴ ƻǳǘΦ .ǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘΦ Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎƘŜ 
ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƊ ƳŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜΦ L ǿŀǎ ǇŜƴƴƛƭŜǎǎΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎτǇŀƴƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǉǳƻǊΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǝƳŜ L 
ǎƻōŜǊŜŘ ǳǇ - L ǎǿƻǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘǊƻǇΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ L ǿŜƴǘ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪ - LϥŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŎǊȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŀōȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǊŜƳōƭŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΦ hƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ L ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ L ƳŜǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 
ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΦ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ! 
ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛǩƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎ ŎƛƎŀǊǎΣ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
ƧƻƪŜǎτƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜΦ .ǳǘ L ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴϥǘ ŘǊƛƴƪπ
ƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ¢ƻƳ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜȅϥŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōƻŀǘ ŀǎ L 
ǿŀǎ - L ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ϧ{ŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿΚ IŜϥǎ 
ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΦ 5Ǌŀƴƪ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘπ
ŜƴŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ bƻǿ ƘŜϥǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦϦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛƎ ǎǘǊŀǇπ
ǇƛƴƎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ŎƭŜǊƪΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŬǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ /ŀƭƭŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ !ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅϥŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ǿŀǎ 
- ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘ 

!! 
- ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǉǳƻǊΦ DǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ - ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ƳŜƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ L ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ CƻǳƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ LϥǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ Ƨƻō - ŀƴŘ LϥƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ŎƭƛƳō ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
Ϧ!ƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎǎ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎϦΦ Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƻƪ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƻǿ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǳũŜǊŜŘ - Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅϥŘ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ŘƛŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǿƘȅ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ L 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘ - ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ 
ό!tt[!¦{9ύ 
όa¦{L/ύ 

The General Service theme for 2018 is:  

òA.A.ñ A Solution for All Generationsó 

Ruth Hock was the first  paid secretary for  Alcoholics Anon-
ymous office in New York.  In February 1942, she  resigned 
to get married.  Bill W. paid tribute to her for her good work.  
Ruth had signed 15,000 letters to alcoholics who wrote to 

the office asking for help. 

Naples Area Intergroup/Central Office carries on this tradi-
tion of making sure ñthe hand of AA is always thereò with a 
live recovering alcoholic volun-
teer to answer the AA phone, 7 
days a  week, 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year.  No one who calls 
the AA number is going to get a 
menu of options to choose from 
or elevator music or a sales pitch.  
This service re- lies on many 
individual and group  volun-
teers who contribute their time, whether a few hours a 
month or a weekly commitment.  The 12 Office volunteers 
who volunteer Monday thru Saturday from 9am to 4pm an-
swer the bulk of the calls to the AA phone.  However, should 
someone need help at any other time of the day or week-
end, we have ñNight Owlsò who answer the AA phone from 
4:01pm until 8:59am.  So no matter when the phone rings 
the important fact is that there is a live recovering alcoholic 

who answers. 

Thank you to all the office/phone volunteers. 

If you are interested in this important AA service, contact the 
Central Office.  239-262-6535 We are always in need of 

substitutes 
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A Program Greater Than My Own  

Understanding Step Two  

Seldom have I been in a meeting where someone hasnôt referred to his or her higher power, and as I see it, most people that 

stay around for any length of time in AA come to some sort of terms with, or an understanding of, a power greater than them-

selves that works for them.  

Once that hurdle is cleared, they seem to settle into a more comfortable way of life. There are also those that come to us with a 

strong religious affiliation, and they sometimes share that the AA program helps them to enhance their faith. Others come here 

that are atheist or agnostic, and the program works for them as well as it does for anyone else.  

Then there are those who, for whatever reason, have trouble clearing those hurdles and sometimes spend years struggling with 

this issue of God as we understand him.  

I believe that for as long as AA exists, we will witness these kinds of quandaries in new members who are conditioned by the 

environments from which they came. I donôt claim to have a surefire answer to what makes us different, other than what I have 

learned about myself, and how I have come to see things as I attempt to 

resolve my own mental blocks.  

I know that I was biased myself when I first entered the program ï proba-

bly due to my failed attempt at religion as a child. This had little to do with 

the religion but more to do with the fact that I was not mentally evolved 

enough to understand religion at the age of six. Fortunately for me, I rec-

ognized early in my sobriety that I could take the steps of the program 

with the minimum understanding of God, or a higher power, after all 

thatôs what it tells me in the 12X12. It says that even an atheist got through 

the hoop with room to spare.  

I was at a meeting recently when a member was trying to articulate how 

they had come to terms with their belief in a higher power and as they were poking fun at themselves trying to fit it all together 

and make sense of it so everyone could understand, they finally threw their hands up in the air and said, with a smile, ñWell, 

thatôs how it works for me!ò We all joined in laughter for we have seen this scenario replayed many times before.  

As I was listening to them speak, a thought came to me as a result of what they shared. As we were leaving the meeting, I fol-

lowed close behind them. I offered that thought to them. I said, ñMaybe if, instead of calling it a power greater than myself, we 

could just refer to it as a program greater than my own.ò They laughed and said, ñThatôs what I was trying to say!ò  

Itôs clear to me now, that it wasnôt as important to identify what or who God is, or what my concept of a power greater than 

myself was at the time. I found it more important at the time to proceed through the rest or the program, and do the things that 

are suggested. The main thing that I had to do  

was to accept outside guidance, especially when it is based on sound, well established principles.  

Many successful people in the program have come to understand a concept of a higher power in that way. Sometimes itôs hard 

to grasp it all at once. Donôt let that stop you. I would encourage anyone who is having trouble with this issue to consider the 

program greater than my own idea.  

Time and experience will help you along the road to understanding. I can almost guarantee that if you, stop fighting and prac-

tice the rest of the AA program as enthusiastically as you can, (12X12 p 27) you will come to terms with a power greater than 

yourself and put this issue to rest.  

                           ð Rick R, Harbor Light , Long Beach, CA, Feb. 2017 
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 Tradition Two  

ñFor our group purpose there is but one ultimate authori-
ty ð a loving God as He may express Himself in our 
group conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; 
they do not govern.ò 

When I was asked to write this article on Tradition Two, my 
first thought, aside from what could I possibly say to make 
this article the best thing since sliced bread or peanut butter 
and jelly, was, man do I have a decent set of personal expe-
riences on how not to practice Tradition Two.  
Even before I got sober, I had no wish to work for any group 
or entity unless it 
suited me. I also longed 
for some place to be-
long to and find pur-
pose with life. I also 
wanted to quell these 
and many other feel-
ings of despair in a 
bottle.  
My alco- holism 
caused me a lot of anxi-
ety, pain, consequenc-
es and hopelessness. Ultimately, my alcoholism lead to re-
form. In spite of me ï of course. After running away from 
me and to different states as well, I came to AA and definite-
ly did not want what this fellowship had to offer.  
My rebellious nature could not even grasp individuals like 
me staying sober, let alone to trust one another or to make 
group decisions. I wasn't even sold on the fact that I was an 
alcoholic, so how could I believe that these spiritual princi-
ples had merit?  
Yet, I thought, what did I really have to lose? And so, I gave 
this way of life a shot and the AA Twelve Steps did save my 
life. These tools saved me from my insanity and I found a 
place where I belonged. I dove head first into service and the 
fellowship and after my first year of sobriety I was really on 
fire to serve.  
I learned that AA functioned like a living organism. These 
people, who usually don't mix, were working together and 
functioning as a unit. These havens would bring decisions to 
a body of alcoholics and they would vote on various mat-
ters.  
Even more astonishing, certain individuals would carry out 
the decisions on behalf of the group. When I would discuss 
with fellow drunks our decisions, they would usually say 
something like, ñIt went the way it was supposed to.ò  
Now, having gone through my steps and essentially being 
the most spiritual man on the planet, I thought I knew things 
that others clearly didn't. Usually though, group decisions 
didn't go my way a lot of the time or I had a lot of apathy on 
other matters initially. My pride and ego did not see the im-
portance of our meetings making decisions on whether to 
have a commitment coordinator or to have multiple greeters.  

Even the discussion of these unimportant matters seemed 
pointless and a waste of time. I thought that our only func-
tion should be to carry the message of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. Our group decisions should only encompass simple 
things like a secretary to get speakers and a treasurer to pay 
the rent. Everything else was a waste of our time and effort.  
Thank God, they didn't! I would later learn of the necessity 
of certain commitments. I found out that greeters are essen-
tial in making someone feel welcome. Newcomers, often feel 
alone and apart from the group ï as I did ï and that greeters 
can be a bright spot in someone's life.  
Alcoholics have a tendency sometimes to be flaky and stand-
offish, I know I have at times. My limited perspective com-
bined with a self-centered need to always be right could have 
caused more problems down the line.  
To my inner core, I crave being right and running things my 
way. Even though I mean well, situations often don't fare 
well when I am the director. Given the opportunity, I will 
and have been the captain of a sinking ship. For me to allow 
a group to decide on matters as a group and to trust in that 
process is an act of faith and a practice in humility.  
Another experience that comes to mind is my current service 
with Young People in AA as the chair of a service commit-
tee. I had a specific agenda and direction where I wanted this 
committee to go. Once again, under the ñmeaning wellò dis-
ease, I thought that I had the authority to get drunks to do as 
I wished. Yes, alcohol is cunning.  
My agenda would see our group return to its former glory 
and I would get all the credit I thought I deserved. So, I 
forced my insanity on that committee and forgot my purpose 
as to why I was even there. I felt separate from the group. 
My delusion of authority pulled me away from service and 
more to serving me.  
Those self-will actions caused me a lot of unnecessary pain 
and misery. I learned that in order to feel part of the group I 
had to back away from the ñcarrying the team on my backò 
mentality. For the greater good I had to retire as King of 
YPAA.  
I learned why being a trusted servant and not being the au-
thority figure was so important ï a worker among workers, 
as they say. I came to learn that my higher power spoke 
through the group and that I didn't need to drown it out with 
what I wanted.  
I now believe that to keep AA unity alive, Tradition Two is 
indispensable. This principle protects the unity and the voice 
of AA from my ego. It gives me an opportunity to be a part 
of and to practice working for the one thing that saved my 
life.  
As they say, the highest ranking in AA is to be sober and the 
best job in AA is being a trusted servant.  
      
     ð Julius Y, Harbor Light, Long Beach, CA, Feb. 2017 
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FINANCES  WŀƴΦϝ       

LƴŎƻƳŜ    

[ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜκaŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ рΣпмф   

DǊƻǳǇ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ нΣолт   

!! .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ    

CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ CƛǾŜ нр   

!ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ    

¢ƻǘŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜ тΣсул   

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ    

.ŀƴƪκ/ǊŜŘƛǘ /ŀǊŘ CŜŜǎ    

¢ǊŀǾŜƭκ[ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎκtŜǊƳƛǘǎ    

hŶŎŜ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ мон   

hŶŎŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ    

tŀȅǊƻƭƭ bŜǘ мΣпнт   

tŀȅǊƻƭƭ ¢ŀȄ мΣопм   

tƻǎǘŀƎŜ    

tǊƛƴǝƴƎ осф   

tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎκ[ƛǘΦκaŜǊŎƘΦ мΣнфо   

LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ    

wŜƴǘ рлл   

{ŀƭŜǎ ¢ŀȄ моу   

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜκǿǿǿ муф   

¦ǝƭƛǝŜǎ млл   

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ    

/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ {ƻƊǿŀǊŜ    

/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ    

/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ    

¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ рΣсну   

bŜǘ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ LƴŎƻƳŜ мΣоур   

¢ǘƭ hǘƘŜǊ LƴŎƻƳŜ    

¢ǘƭ hǘƘŜǊ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ    

bŜǘ hǘƘŜǊ LƴŎƻƳŜ    

b9¢ Lb/ha9    

    

Spirituality and Money 
 òWhile the work of the group treasurer of-
ten involves many details, it is important to re-
member that the money the treasurer   oversees 
serves a spiritual purpose:  it enables each group 
to fulfill its primary purpose of carrying the A.A. 
message to the alcoholic who still suffers.  This is 
the fundamental work of A.A. and to continue it 
the group must keep its doors open.  The group     
treasurer is an important part of this Twelfth 
Step work.ó 

SELF-SUPPORT: 
Where Money and Spirituality Mix 

 

Disbursement of a Groupõs Funds 
 òAfter the groupõs basic needs are met, such as 
providing for rent, literature, refreshments, and in-
surance, the group can participate in the financial sup-
port of the  Fellowship as a whole by sending money to 
various A.A. service entities: 1) their local Intergroup 
or Central Office, 2) their area and district; and 3) 
the General Service    Office.  Many groups provide 
financial support for their G.S.R.s attending service 
functions.  These entities use contributions in a num-
ber of ways, always with the      The A.A. Group Treasurer, 
F- 96,  

Service material prepared by the  
General Service Office 

Naples Area Intergroup 

 1509 Pine Ridge Rd., Unit B 
 Naples. FL 34109 
                      ( 50%) 

Area 15 
 
Cary White 
P.O. Box 56 
Sebring FL 33870 
                (10%) 

General Service Office 

 P. O. Box 459 
 New York, N. Y. 10163 
                    (30%) 

District 20 

District 20 Treasurer 
P.O. Box 2896 
Naples, FL 34106 
                        (10%) 

Thank You to all who contributed to 

Naples Intergroup/Central Office 

ϝ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ t ϧ [ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ  hǳǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ŎƻƳǇŀπ
ƴȅ ƘŜƭŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ άǎǘƻǇ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘέ ŀŎπ
ǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǘŜŘΦ  ¦ƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
άŘƛǎǇǳǘŜέΣ ƴƻ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘέ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǊŜƛƴǎǝǘǳǘŜŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ 
ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ 



 
Dwh¦t*κa99¢LbD /hb¢wL.¦¢Lhb{ 

The six digit number next to the meeting name is their unique AA Registration Number assigned by the 
General Service Office in New York.  This number signifies they are a ñRegistered Groupò...Those meetings 
listed without a six digit number are NOT registered with G.S.O. and therefore not a ñGroupò (by AA defini-

tion), but is a ñmeetingò.                              *Please see  A.A. pamphlet:  ñThe A.A. Group...where it all beginsò P-16 
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DǊƻǳǇκaŜŜǝƴƎ                            W!bΦ     ¸¢5 
 
11th Step Prayer & Med., 715482 ..................................0..................0 
Aprendiendo A Vivre, 176467 .......................................0..................0 
Back To Basics ...............................................................0..................0 
Beach Bums 641645 ......................................................0..................0 
Big Book Comes Alive, 710427 ....................................0..................0 
Big Book Steppers, Bonita, 698101 .............................0..................0 
Big Book Steppers, Naples, 654630 .............................0..................0 
Big Book Study, 662395 ................................................0..................0 
Bonita Awareness, 124788 ............................................0..................0 
Bonita Banyan, 176463 ..................................................0..................0 
Bonita Happy Hour, 670997 ..........................................0..................0 
Bonita Men, 654428 ........................................................0..................0 
Bonita Saturday Night ...................................................0..................0 
Bonita Springs Morning, 678493 ..................................315 .............315 
Bonita Springs Womenõs Group, 169127 ....................0..................0 
Bonita Step .....................................................................0..................0 
Bonita Unity, 103316 ......................................................0..................0 
Brown Bag, 163924 ........................................................280 .............280 
Burning Desire, 653891 ..............................................0..................0 
Cake Meeting ..................................................................0..................0 
Came to Believe, 615490 ...............................................0..................0 
Candlelight, 606877 .......................................................0..................0 
Common Solutions, 179613 ..........................................73 ...............73 
Early Reflections, 653770 ..............................................0..................0 
Early Riser, 161795 ........................................................184 .............187 
East Trail, 150873 ...........................................................0..................0 
Easy Does It, 156979 ......................................................200 .............200 
Free 2 Be, 6700930 .........................................................88 ...............88 
Friday Big Book ..............................................................50 ...............50 
Girlfriends, 678117 .........................................................0..................0 
Golden Gate, 123819 ......................................................0..................0 
Good Orderly Direction, 642330 ...................................0..................0 
Gratitude Hour, 134223 ..................................................0..................0 
Happy Hour, 172923 .......................................................0..................0 
Jaywalkers, 634271 ........................................................0..................0 
Keep It Positive, 650541 ................................................0..................0 
Keep It Simple, 651598 ..................................................189 .............0 
Ladies Night, Bonita, 672950 ........................................0..................0 
LilõWhite House Group ..................................................0..................0 
Living Sober, 605904 .....................................................0..................0 
Living Sober Isle of Capriéééééééééééé..0éééé. ..0 
Men Of Naples, 634030 ..................................................0..................0 
Morning Reflections, 660700 ........................................0..................0 
Naples Group, 103609 ...................................................0..................0 
Naples Men's, 694322 ....................................................0..................0 
Naples South, 130210 ....................................................100 .............100 
Naples Young People, 699130 ......................................0..................0 
New Dawn, 632504 .........................................................0..................0 
New Women (Thursday noon) ......................................0..................0 
Newcomers Coming Together,  684199 .......................0..................0 
No Compromise, 681260 ...............................................0..................0 
Not A Glum Lot ...............................................................0..................0 
Nueva Vida ......................................................................0..................0 
Old Timers, 698956 ........................................................0..................0 
One Day At A Time, 120975...........................................105 .............0 

DǊƻǳǇκaŜŜǝƴƎ                           W!bΦ      ̧¢5 
 
Our Common Welfare ....................................................0..................0 
Out To Lunch Bunch, 147323 .......................................0..................0 
Pay It Forward, 704772 ..................................................0..................0 
Primary Purpose Marco, 146715 ..................................0..................0 
Saturday Morning Girlfriendséééééééééé..0éééé....0 
Spiritual Solutions, 720796ééééééééééé...0ééééé.0 
Start Where You Areéééééééééééééé...0ééééé.0 
Step By Step ...................................................................83 ...............0 
Still Living Sober, 624730 ..............................................0..................0 
Students of the Steps, 635600 ......................................0..................0 
Sunday Night Speakers, 665079 ...................................0..................0 
Sunlight Of the Spirit, 647959 .......................................220 .............0 
Sunset Serenity, 654981 ................................................0..................0 
Survivorõs, 157268..........................................................0..................0 
SW 239 BID .....................................................................0..................0 
Swamp Group, 672733 ...................................................40 ...............0 
Tables of Naples, 147671 ..............................................60 ...............0 
Third Tradition,143298 ...................................................0..................0 
Three Legacies, 679400 .................................................0..................0 
Thursday Women  ..........................................................200 .............200 
Unity Noon Step .............................................................50 ...............0 
Walk The Steps With Women, 701923 ...............................0..................0 
Wanderers, Ave Maria ...................................................0..................0 
We Care, Bonita, 617011 ...............................................70 ...............0 
Wednesday Step St. Johns ...........................................0..................0 
Where Are We .................................................................0..................0 

AA Groups/Meetings listed here 

are those which are either regis-

tered as a Group at the AA General 

Service Office in New York, or, 

have contributed financially to the 

Naples Area Intergroup. 

 


